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INTRODUCTION

ENG 223 is a one semester course of two credis.uritis designed for
English language students and others in other ecklatepartments
involved with studies on communication. The counas fourteen units
which cover the basic principles of compositionting, different types
of compositions or essay types. Some of these decthe persuasive/
argumentative, expository, descriptive and nareatitypes of
compositions. The materials and examples usedi®icburse are those
suitable for Nigerian students.

Going through the work of undergraduates and ewvemespostgraduate
students showed that many students score very larksmot because
they do not know what to write but because theyewiery bad and
uncoordinated English. You still find students wiave gone through
four or five years in the university who are nokeato write an error free
page in English. What is worth doing at all is vilodoing well. You

need to know the basics of good writing and devéhepculture of good
writing. The heights that great men achieved todaye not by sudden
flight. It starts with a step at a time. But not ardinary step, it is a
consistent, coordinated, deliberate and ‘sweatgp.stSweaty’ in the

sense that, they worked rigorously for it. Thaivisy we do not want to
leave any stone unturned in going through all Waheed to go through
so that we can achieve our goal of getting youtitewvell, like English

language students or communicators as the caséoedy is therefore
necessary that you go through some aspects of gaamna a little bit

of lexis so that you can be well grounded in th&mou may be thinking

that you know these things already. That may be bwt | am almost
sure that there will be some things that you dokmaw yet, and there
may be some things that you have forgotten that wead to be
reminded of.

This course guide is designed to give you a bresicdption of what the
course is all about, the course materials you niedwork you need to
do, the set textbooks and the tutor marked assigtandhis course
guide also gives suggestions on the amount of jyimeneed on each
unit and the number of tutor marked assignmentsngad to do.

You are expected to go through this course guidefaily to know what
the course is all about. Please attend your tutol@sses for practical
discussion of some of the various compositionss Turse is expected
to prepare and equip you for more technical writmdgENG 223 which
is the second part of this course.



COURSE AIM

This course is designed to take you through theedas$ good writing. It
IS meant to:

o remind you of some of the basic principles of gaatding,

) acquaint you with some prewriting activities,

o encourage you (through tutor-marked assignmentgutasome
of these basic principles to practice,

o equip you with specialised skills for different &g of
composition,

o make you an effective communicator who will be alde
contribute to national development in all areas loiman
endeavour.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Objectives are the things you are expected to ketaldo at the end of
the study. These objectives will guide you whemgdhrough the study
and they will also help you in self assessment &hdre you need to
improve on your learning and study habits. By the ef the course,
you should be able to:

o mention some of the basic principles of good wgitin

o discuss some of the features of narrative, deseeipt
argumentative and expository kinds of essays,

o describe the technical details involved in the edight kinds of
essays mentioned above,

o attempt the practice exercises that will enable glemonstrate

your acquired skills on essay writing.

WORKING THROUGH THE COURSE

In this course, you have fourteen study units talgough. In each of
the study units, you are expected to study theetwstvery well before
attempting the questions. You should pay attentoothe objectives of
each study unit so that you can be properly guitdeslgh the unit. You
should be prepared to do a lot of thinking and imgitin this course
because it is designed to make you do so. The sasses will be

through tutor marked assignments which you are@rgeo do and turn
in at the appropriate time. You are also expectedwtite a final

examination at the end of the course. The timdHerexamination will
be communicated to you.

Vi
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COURSE MATERIALS
The major course materials you will need for tlosrse are:

Course guide

Study units

Textbooks
Assignment files
Presentation schedule

arwpPE

STUDY UNITS

Each study unit is a week’s work and this is hexdldy the objectives
which you are expected to study before going thinotlnge unit. In each
study unit you also have the reading materials thedself assessment
exercises. The tutor marked assignments; the stoity, the tutorials all
put together will help you to achieve the stategeciives for this
course.

There are fourteen units in this course and theyaarfollows:

Module 1

Unit 1 Pre writing Activities

Unit 2 The English Sentence

Unit 3 Basic Simple English Sentence Pattérns
Unit 4 Basic Simple English Sentence Pastdrh
Unit 5 Concord in English

Module 2

Unit 1 Paragraph and Paragraph Development.
Unit 2 The Grammar of Paragraphs 1

Unit 3 The Grammar of Paragraphs 1

Unit 4 Beyond the Sentence 1

Module 3

Unit 1 Beyond the Sentence 1

Unit 2 The Narrative Essay

Unit 3 The Descriptive Essay

Unit 4 The Persuasive /Argumentative Essay
Unit 5 The Expository Essay

vii



TEXTBOOKSAND REFERENCES

Each unit has a list of recommended textbooks amdemals. Go
through the recommended textbooks and materials nMiecessary
assistance while going through the unit and befattempting the
exercises.

ASSESSMENT FILE

You will be assessed in two ways in this courses thtor marked
assignment and a written examination. You are expeto do the
assignments and submit them to your tutorial fetor for formal
assessment in accordance with the stated deadifintee presentation
schedule and the assignment file. Your tutor markssignments will
account for 40% of the total course mark.

TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

ENG 223 is a course that involves a lot of writieg there are tutor
marked assignments at the end of every unit whathare expected to
do. You are expected to have practised writing diiferent kinds of

compositions and if possible read some of themlasscbefore your
tutorial facilitator. You will be assessed on thdfedent kinds of

compositions but only four of them will be selected continuous

assessment. Send the completed assignments (wke¢rodether with

the tutor-marked assignment form to your tutorailitator. Make sure
you send in your assignment before the stated imheadl

FINAL EXAMINATION AND GRADING

The final examination for ENG 223 will be a two aadhalf hour paper
during which you are expected to answer three guestEach question
is twenty marks giving you a total of sixty marks the examination.
The forty marks for the course work and the sixtarks for the
examination gives a total of one hundred marks 4@+60=100) The
pattern of the questions will not be too differé&mm those you have
responded to in the tutor marked exercises. Rehiselifferent kinds of
compositions properly before the examination date.

HOW TO GET THE BEST FROM THE COURSE

The study units in this course have been writtesuich a way that you
can easily go through without the lecturer beingsitally around and
this is what happens in Distance learning. Eaclysunit is for one

week. The study units will introduce you to thpitofor that week; give
you the objectives for the unit and what you arpeexed to be able to

viii
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do at the end of the unit. Follow these religioushd do the exercises
that follow.

In addition to the above, unlike other courses wheu just read and jot
notes, ENG 223 is basically a writing course. Yoa @xpected to do a
lot of thinking and writing. For you to be equippadequately to be able
to write and present specialised writings in thiéedent compositions,
you need a lot of practice which you should trglto

TUTORSAND TUTORIALS

There are 8 tutorial hours for this course. Theeglatimes and location
of these tutorials will be communicated to you adl\as the name and
phone number of your tutorial facilitator. You walso be notified of
your tutorial group.

As you relate with your tutorial facilitator, hegskwvill mark and correct
your assignments and also keep a close watch onpgriormance in
the tutor marked assignments and attendance atalgtoFeel free to
contact your tutorial facilitator by phone or e-diyou have any
problem with the contents of any of the study units

SUMMARY

ENG 223 is designed to introduce you to the diffierypes of essay
writing in English and improve your proficiency imwriting and

presenting them. On completion, you should be weeqllipped with all
the necessary skills needed to compose any typpeaialised writing in
English.

| wish you the best as you go through this course
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 Pre writing Activities

Unit 2 Word Study

Unit 3 Basic Simple English Sentence Pattérns
Unit 4 Basic Simple English Sentence Pattédns
Unit 5 Concord in English

UNIT 1 PRE-WRITING ACTIVITIES
CONTENTS

1.0  Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Planning
3.1.1 Materials and Resources
3.1.2 Group Work
3.2  Essay Writing Strategies
3.2.1 Note taking
3.2.2 Organise your Work
3.2.3 Analyse the title of your Essay
3.2.4 Build up your Essay
3.2.5 Revise
3.2.6 Errors to avoid while writing
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the best ways to take possession of knowléslgp write about
what you have heard. At times you listen to a lecand you think you
already know what the writer is saying but by timeet you attempt to
write it out using your own words that is when ywill discover that
you do not know as much as you think you do. Yoghhhave been
thinking that you know how to argue well only tesclover when you
start writing that you do not know how to put yqaints together. That
is why it is important to practice writing differekinds of essays so that
you can be proficient in almost all kinds of wrgin

Composition writing is also designed to test adidate’s ability to use
English as an effective means of communicationp&csic situations.
These types of compositions are designed to makesxpress yourself
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with clarity and coherence in a manner appropriatéhe audience,
purpose, topic and situation. You may come acrasstons in life
when you may have to argue, describe, narrate@teince or do some
other things that require some skills verbally, «venbally or in writing.
When such situations occur, you are expected tabbeto demonstrate
your knowledge and skill by presenting what is ¢adji acceptable,
convincing and understandable to the audiencegreadistener. Below
are some of the objectives of this unit.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o plan adequately for any type of composition
o determine the materials needed for any given tym®mposition
o attempt writing the outline of some compositionsd athe

materials, needed for such writings all on your own

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Planning

Planning is a very important stage in compositiontimg. In some

public exams, some students get disturbed when sbeysome other
candidates scribbling away almost immediately tbeect their paper.
The confusion may be so much for some naive stadarnth that they
too start writing without planning or thinking muabout what they
want to write. In a public exam, you have to takeew minutes off to
think about the topic, the points you are goingvtde about, how you
will arrange your paragraphs, what your introductwill be and what
your conclusion is likely to be. All this plannirgiould not take more
than 7 minutes.

If it is a group assignment, and you have probaladgided on what to
write, you need to plan and decide on the following

3.1.1 Materials and Resources

These are important because your topic will deteemihe kind of
resources or materials you need to look for angl ybu must do before
you start writing. If it is a take home assignmeydu can visit your
departmental library or the main University libraiesources can be
classmates, lecturers and computers for mategals;can also browse
and check the net for materials. The materialslmamooks, handouts,
magazines, extracts, submitted undergraduate oframsiate theses etc.
The resources can be very useful in helping yousttacture your
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thoughts, decide on the topic, get adequate andgbnmaterials for
reference etc. You also have to decide whetherwant to work alone
or with other people. In actual fact, an instruatan give out a group
assignment or individual work. When this happermsj fiave to decide
whether the assignment requires that you do itealon with other
people.

3.1.2 Group work

Deciding whether you want to work with other peopée part of
planning. ‘Cill Home’ (see reference at the endha unit) on ‘writing’
notes the following as the advantages of workirapnalor with other
people.

Advantages of group work
Reasons for working with other people:

you get more ideas from other people,

they can suggest improvements,

some other people can tell you if you make a mestak

they can encourage you to do bet,

explaining things to other people can help you vstded better,
sharing helps you to be quicker,

you can share your thoughts and feelings,

teamwork skills and experience are important farryzareer.

Reasonsfor working alone:

your work will be different from other people’s vkor

if you share a task, you can learn your own paithe task,
you may not want to be influenced by other people,
you may not want to share your ideas with othepfeeo

Which ever way you decide to work, planning is imipot. The next
section is about some essay writing strategies.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

I What are some of the things you need to take iotwsideration
before writing?
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3.2 Essay Writing Strategies
3.2.1 Notetaking

Note taking is an important aspect of writing. \Wigt down the main

points as it occurs to you while reading is impotiaecause it helps you
to remember and organise the salient points in yoonk. When you

have to analyse your topic, you need to write ddke points as you
hope to use them to develop the paragraphs as sitel1 Wou may even

need to research a topic before you start writimgdj taking notes as you
read will help you when you need to acknowledge gberce of your

information although it has been mentioned eadierthat you need to
write in your own words as much as possible.

One of the purposes of taking notes is to helpsthdent recall at a later
time the essentials of what he/she has read. Thehan&s of note
taking such as good hand writing, use of abbrenmgtiand layout are
very important details to consider. Make sure yaitenMegibly so that
you and other authorised people can find your weaky to read at a
later date. There have been cases of students axewritten and have
been called upon to read the same works later and hot been able to
read them because of bad hand-writing. Going thronbat you have
written should be a constant practice and thisthaimuld be cultivated
during examinations as well. You should create timeyo over your
work before you submit. There may be some I(s)dbait some t(s) to
cross. Abbreviations may be good for personal wbtk not for
examinations.

3.2.2 Organiseyour Work

You should have an idea of how you want your warkbé organised
and you need to work towards this. If it is an angatative essay, you
should know the side you want to support. Even @ghoyou have to
balance your arguments, much of your submissidhleis to reflect

your support for which ever side you want to idgnivith. You should

organise it in such a way that each paragraph maaim point while the
other sentences are supporting. Your conclusionldhze such that will

summarise in brief the argument you have presented.

3.2.3 Analysethetitle of the Essay

When you are given an essay topic, you need toysedhe title and
make sure you understand what the question isgiyirsay. When you
think you understand, you can use this knowledgedtaft your
introduction. If you misfire right from the begimg, you may loose
your direction and focus thereby making you to edow marks on the
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write-up. For example, some students were askedrii@ an article
sometimes ago on the following topics:

1. Should capital punishment be abolished in thentg?
2. Write an article on the need to curb the waveiolence in our
country- Nigeria

You may be surprised to know that some studentsntarpreted the
two essay topics in a very funny way. Some studenssook the first
guestion on capital punishment to be corporal gunent and they
wrote extensively on that. This made them to lanseks under content,
organisation, expression and mechanical accurabg. dther set of
students who answered the question on the needrbotbe wave of
violence were writing about the waves of the seghatbar beach in
Lagos. It may sound funny and you may be wondefiagybody could
do such a thing. But it did happen. So, correcerprietation of the
guestion is important.

At times an essay topic may have two or three pgots must make sure
you cover every part of the question otherwise would not have done
justice to the question. Analysing means breakiogrdinto parts and
dealing with each of the parts to get a compactievho

3.2.4 Build up your Essay

You need to build up your essay on ideas you hawveldped yourself.
Some of the ideas that will occur to you may bes¢éhgou got from
books you have read. You should examine those idegswell to find

out if they go along with your thoughts and if theéy and you want to
make use of them the way they are, you need tocadkadge the source
so that you will not be accused of copying or @aigm. Andrew

Roberts (internet, see reference at the end olltiig notes that you
should not allow the notes you put down on the kogku have read to
set the pattern of your essay. Your essay shoufdesx your own
thoughts and that is why you have been advisedrii@ w1 your own

words.

3.25 Revise

You should revise your work before you submit diobe you even give
it to another classmate or friend of yours to rdadugh for you. It is

possible that your skipped some errors while wgitimd going over the
work for spelling mistakes and grammatical erroit eo you a lot of

good and save you from all kinds of embarrassntattguch mistakes
can cause. After the revision, you still give itd@oother friend to go
through for you. This is particularly importanttiie write up is a long
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essay and you are all writing on different topBst if the assignment is
a class essay where you are all expected to configetearks, it does
not make sense giving it to some one else to reagdu because you
would have defeated the purpose for which thedieskam is set.

3.2.6 Errorstoavoid whilewriting

If non- English language specialists make mistaldede speaking, it is
seen as pardonable but if an English language stuntespecialist does
the same, it is frowned at. Once you claim to beEaglish language
graduate, people see you as someone to contaasénat any difficulty
on language issues. They may want to test if yaawkthe spellings of
words, meanings of expressions because they bel@e know
everything. Let me share a personal experience yaith | got engaged
to my husband as a master’s student in Englisttt@nday | went to my
in-laws house for the first time, a young boy wante test me. My
husband had told his people that his fiancé wasasteris student in
English so | guess the boys wanted to test me.bblyeasked what the
English equivalent of ‘Isu ata yan an yan an’ wasmiled and knew
that the nearest to what he said was ‘pandemoniam”chaos’
depending on the situation. | answered him andesihat time none of
them tested me like that again. You can find ydéireesuch a situation
and that is why you need to be equipped as an $fnzinguage student.
Below are some errors to avoid.

Errorsin Grammar - Omission of an essential e ement

The elements of structure of a clause are the smsrthe elements of
structure of a sentence. (Subject, Predicator, Gemmgnt, Adverbial or
Subject, Verb, Object, Complement). These essesteaahents which
will be discussed in some of the units in this seuare important for a
sentence to be grammatically correct. Except aegeptis designed to
have a particular structure, omitting an essemp@at of a sentence will
make your sentence awkward and incorrect.

Some of the major errors in grammar include wragse, wrong tense
sequence, misuse of modal operators (may/might/ canld etc)

ambiguity in the use of pronouns, misuse or omissid articles,

including confusion between countable and uncouatabuns, wrong
prepositions, misuse of relatives, subordinato @njunctions. There
are also errors of concord (agreement between dibget and the
verb).Some of these and others will be discussedher units as you go
along.
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Punctuation Errors

Punctuation errors are errors that should be adamgood writing and
some of these include non-use of full stops, qaestmarks or
exclamation mark. Misuse or omission of quotaticarks. Either single
or double quotation marks could be used. Consigtaachowever
important in the use of either single or double tgtion marks. You
must stick to one except in formal writings whempaiyare instructed to
do otherwise.

Some other punctuation errors include the use @inama where a full
stop or semicolon is required, insertion of commeéMeen subject and
verb and object, insertion of comma between subatdr or
conjunction and following clause or group or betwesdjective and
noun or between verb and adverb. Misose&apital letters should also
be avoided in good writing. You can go through degailed notes on
punctuations in units 2&3 of module 2 for more amgtuations.

Spelling Errors

In modern English usage, there is a great deabefty. Nevertheless,
spelling errors should be avoided as much as pesdake sure you
check up on your spellings before and after doiogrywrite-up. In this
case, all spelling errors can be detected and sskelile before the
submission of the write up. For example, puttingyphen on words
such as *how-ever, *some-one or failure to hyphemativided word at
the end of a line could be considered as errorsaddition, faulty

amalgamation e.g. writing inspite afistead of_in spite of shoulde

avoided.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

I Mention and discuss some essay writing stratebeshiave been
mentioned in this unit.

40 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have mentioned some pre-writingvétees and the need
to analyse the topic so that your writing can bdl vozused. We have
also talked about some errors to avoid while wgitiiaking notes while
you read is important for documentation of idead gning over your
work before submission makes your work to be frieermrs.
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you have learnt that:

o planning is important if you want to present a gesday,
o you need to plan for the materials and resourcasged,
) some of the materials could be books from the hireassettes,

past post-graduate theses etc while some of tlmness could
be your lecturers, class mates, computers etc.

o it is important that you minimise errors to thedsirminimum,

o errors in grammar, spellings and punctuation shbaldvoided.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Read the essay topic below and answer the queshah®llow.
‘Education is a means of livelihood’

I What are the materials and resources you neechi®rkind of
composition?

. In analysing the topic, what are some of the poyats need to
take into consideration?

iii. Imagine that the assignment is an individual oneul@ you
want to give your write up to a friend to go throuigpr you? If
yes, why? And if No, why?

\2 Write a brief introduction for the essay topic abov

7.0 REFERENCESFURTHER READING
ecill@inet.polyu.edu.uk

Roberts A. (Retrieved from Middlesex University aoeagce)
http://www.mdx.ac.uk/ WWW/STUDY/Essay sl.htm
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UNIT 2 WORD STUDY IN ENGLISH
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0  Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Meaning of words
3.2  Combination of words
3.3  Formation of words
3.4  Origin of some English words
3.4.1 English words that come from place names
3.4.2 Names of different kinds of cloth that onigfie
from place names
3.4.3 Words borrowed from other countries
3.4.4 Words that only occur in plural
4.0 Conclusion
50 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignments
7.0 References/Further reading

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The English language like any other language i®taot symbols or
signs made up of two types of substances- soundnankls. The sounds
we make and the marks we produce have meaningsaiticydar
languages depending on which language(s) we spéaksounds can be
recognised in the speech media while the marksbearecognised in
writing. Both sounds and marks are organised diffdy to give
meanings. To produce a message, both sounds atkg arar patterned
in form of words, sentences and the paragraph.widrd is the smallest
of the three and it is usually found between twacss.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

identify a word

describe how we arrive at the meanings of wordsniglish
recognise some commonly misspelt words

get acquainted with how we form some words in Eigli
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Meaning of Words

You will notice that some of us just use words with knowing how
they came tde. We see a book and call it a book. We see a ahdi
call it a chair. It is important to note that theseno logical link between
words and what they stand for. This means, themiseason why
book should be calleé bookor a chair being calleda chair. Each of
them could be called by another name and theyraleed being called
by other names in other languages. For examaptbairis calledagain
Yoruba language whila tableis calledtabili. The same language may
refer to the same object by different names ateckffit times of the
history of its speakers.

All words and their meanings are arrived at throagsort of common
agreement among the people speaking a particulaguésge. The
agreement is not a conscious one, all people justp what others,
fathers, mothers, brothers sisters, uncles sag.dbnventional and the
convention is not based on the inherent naturdefabjects or things
being referred to. For exampla,pig is not calleda pig because it is
dirty. If it had been called a goat at inceptioattivould have been its
name. In fact animal scientists have informed as #hpig is not even as
dirty as we all think. It tends to stay very cldsewhere there is water
because it does not have pores on the skin wheam ieasily let out heat
and that is why it has to roll in the water or mydgdaces to cool itself
down. We are equally informed that it does not atenin the pond or
water in which it cools itself. If pressed, it cosneut of the water to
urinate on the ground. So you can now see that evg@ny can be
discreet when it comes to toileting.

If you take yourself as an example, you will diseothat you just grew
up to know that there is a figure in the househaiere you were born
whom every body calls daddy and you joined the rsthe calling him
daddy too. The same thing withummyand all other people you grew
up to know. In fact, you just grew up to know thatu are called
Chinyere or Bola and you respond to that name wresngu are called.
What happened was that some people gathered togetles you were
born to give you that name. If you had been named ©r Chukwudi
you would have been bearing that name till todayu ¥an then see that
it is by a general consensus. It is conventionhér@é was nothing in you
when you were born to suggest that the name yoa gigen is the most
appropriate for you or that if you had been givether, something
terrible would have happened to you. Although, ioroba land, some
children are named based on some circumstantitsl. fac

10
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Language changes and the meaning of words therelfiargges just like
fashion. Meaning of words may shrink, expand ornelse completely
replaced.

3.2 Combination of Words

As language users, we need to be familiar with heovds combine

together in English for effective communication agmod writing. In

English, certain combination of words behaves athefy were single
words this combinatory behaviour is called collomat Collocations are
of two kinds; fixed and unfixed collocations. A &a collocation

behaves like an individual word and wherever onased, it must be
treated as a unit e.g. througiick and thin.The component parts of
such fixed collocations are unalterable. You camat other words to it
and the meaning of the fixed collocation has nghio do with the

meaning of the individual words.

Fixed collocations are often referred to as idioRistasal verbs such as
to clean up, to look into etcare also expressions with fixed meanings
regardless of the individual meanings of the reabg and prepositions.
To look intodoes not mean look+ into but it means to investiga
examine.

The two kinds of collocations are not functionatlye same in the
language. But the habitual use of the first setulkhbe avoided in good
writing because they have been overworked and Hase their
originality and force. They are therefore referred as clichés (an
expression that is no longer effective becausevefuse). On the other
hand, the use of phrasal verbs should be encouragedltivated by
every good user of the language

Apart from the fixed collocations, combinations wibrds are also
controlled by their field of reference and thisuisually referred to as
range of collocation. For example, butter can rgacid while fruit
becomesotten. This type of collocation is an unfixed one.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

I How do we arrive at the meanings of words in Emdlis
. What areclichésin English?

3.3 Formation of Words
In English, words can be formed by adding prefiaed affixes to base

forms of words. Words can be made up of at mosgtetirincipal parts.
The core part remains in the middle if all the ¢hparts are present.

11
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When the three parts are not present, the corecparthen be at the
beginning or end. The core part is the base foritevihe other parts are
called affixes. Those that come before the base fme called prefixes
and those that come after are called suffixes.\Bale examples:

un/beat/able

o un - prefix
. beat - base
. able - affix

An English word may be made up of just the basmferg.Clean, big,
choice, dirt, the, sektc

Examples of words with prefixes only amstake, resit, inborn etc.

Examples of words with suffixes only aresducation, educates,
deliberately, mistakes, functionaic.

In English too, we can have words with more thaa base form. This
usually happens with compound words ebtackboard, headmaster,
Whitehouseetc.

The function and meanings of words should be le@rravoid making
mistakes or giving wrong interpretation to wordsr Fexample, the
suffix dess always suggest the absence of what the basenieans as
In meaningless, useless, careless, etc which me#&hsut meaning,
use, careput this is not the same with a word ligacelesswhere the
suffix -less means the opposite of what it means in the word-
meaninglessA priceless thing is something that is so valudahé you
can not put any price on it. When you come acrossisvlike this and
you want to use them in your write-ups, make surva gheck your
dictionary for their correct usage or else you rhiag yourself misusing
them.

Since you will be doing a lot of writing in this exse and some other
courses, you need to pay attention to words andvieto use them.
That is why we have taken time to go through teistisn and the next
two sections carefully to show you that even in positions, as much
as possible, errors of spellings, grammar and paticn should be
avoided. This is one of the ways by which we foriorde in English.

You will learn more as we go through the other searor units.

12
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

I Mention one of the ways by which words are formedEnglish.
The examples you give should be different fromdhes already
given above.

3.4 Origin of some English words

It is interesting to note that many of us use wosdisle speaking and
writing and we think they are all English words.eTBnglish language
has borrowed a lot of words from many places aheérotountries and
that is why at times you find it difficult to finddequate parts of speech
for some of them. In this section, | will brieflgke you through some
words with interesting origins in English.

3.4.1 Wordsthat have originated from the names of people

o Biro (ballpoint pen) named after Laslo Biro, its marian
inventor.
o Boycott (refuse to deal with) after a landlord iaelbnd who made

himself unpopular by his treatment of his tenantsl avas
socially isolated.

o Braille (name of a raised writing system used hndlpeople)
from the name of its French inventor- Louis Beaill

) Saxophone ( musical instrument) invented by thegidat
Adolphe Sax.

o Watt ( unit of power) from the Bcentury Scottish inventor-
James Watt.

o Hooligan ( a rough lawless youth) from the Irisimfly name-
Hooligan.

° etc

3.4.2 English wordsthat come from place names

) Bedlam (chaos) from the name of a famous Londontahen
hospital once situated where Liverpool street@tatiow stands.

o Spartan (severely simple) from the ancient Gregk @i Sparta,
famed for its austerity.

° Canter (movement of a horse, faster than a troslowter than a
gallop) a shortening of Canterbury, a town in Seedist England.

o Gypsy (member of a particular group of travellirepple). These
people were once thought to have come from Egygticé the
name.

13
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3.4.3 Names of different kinds of cloth that originate from
place names

Angora (Ankara)
Satin (China)

Gauze (Gaza)
Suede (Sweden)
Damask (Damascus)
etc

3.4.4 Wordsborrowed from other countries

Turkey - yoghurt, jackal, kiosk, caftan, tulip

Holland - yacht, tattoo, cruise

Arabic - mattress, cipher, algebra, harem, mufti,

Germany - kindergarten, hamburger, blitz, waltz, poodle,

snorkel, wanderlust, seminar, dachshund

o Italy - ghetto, piano, soprano, ballerina, confetti, fiasco
spaghetti, bandit, casino, vendetta

o Greece - dogma, drama, psychology, hippopotamus, pseudonym,
synonym

o France - cuisine, gateau, chauffeur, boutique, creche dcwep,

elite, sauté avant-garde, cul-de-sac, biget

The words are much more than these. You can fioiek rof these words
and their meanings of the ones you do not knovinéndictionary or the
encyclopaedia. We may not be able to do all of thahis unit. Apart
from this, it is part of your training as a langeagfudent that you get
used to using your dictionary.

3.45 Wordsthat only occur in plural

Scissors, pliers, binoculars, scales, handcuféssgls/spectacles,
Tweezers, shears, pincers (instruments for remashagp objects)
Clothes, tights, pyjamas, leggings, shorts, jenssers

Lodgings (e.g. a room)

Goods (articles/items) when will the goods arrive?

Looks — looks are more important in a partner

English has also borrowed words from countries Hartugal, Spain,
Russia Japan, Eskimo, Norway, Farsi. English hkentaover words
from most of the other languages with which it hasl contact. It has
taken many expressions from the ancient languages as Latin and
Greek and these borrowings usually have academicliterary

associations. The words that are taken from Fréasle a lot to do with
cooking, the Arts and a more sophisticated lifestyl general. The
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words taken from Italy are words connected with imasid the plastic
arts. German expressions in English have been d@obe tourists
bringing back new words for new things they savibpiphilosophers or
Historians describing German concepts or expergenc&hese
borrowings usually relate to things which Engligieakers experienced
for the first time abroad.

40 CONCLUSION

In this unit we have tried to go through how woads formed, origin of
some words, combination of words all in an attetopget you ready for
the serious business of writing good compositidhss assumed that
henceforth, you will pay more attention to the wsrgbu use, their
spellings and use.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit you have learmiat:

o sounds and marks in a language have meaning anthak@ up
meaningful words,

o there is no logical link between words and whaytsiand for,

o there are certain words whose sounds are suggestitbeir
meanings,

o for almost every rule in English, there are exass]

o in English, words can be made up of at most thegtsp

o in English, there are words with interesting orggin

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Below are some commonly misspelt words which haenhdetected in
students’ writings over the years. Correct thelsgd of the following
words if necessary.

Medecine
Authentic
Refrigirator
Enviroment
Argument
Opportunity
llliterate
Hypotesis
Priviledge
Unforeseen
Industralization
Architecture
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The best way to go through this exercise is to tgkgour biro and your
paper and try the spelling yourself. You know yea working on the

net and you could easily set your computer to sgedck for you. That

method will not help you. Try to do it first befoasking the computer to
help you. With that method, you can be sure thgbif come across the
words anywhere you will be able to spell them otttyeeven where

access to the computer is difficult either becaoks@ower failure or

non-availability of a computer system.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Apart from knowing how words are formed, writingsays in English
also demands adequate knowledge of sentence coimtitiand parts of
a sentence, their functions, simple and complexesees etc. In this
course however, we shall deal mainly with basic pggmsentences
because we believe that if you can write simpldeseres well then, it
will not be difficult for you to write complex segrices when the need
arises. Apart from this, it is better to write dmelunderstood than to get
things muddled up all in an attempt to impress rib@der by writing
complex sentences. There are some other grammasesowhere you
will be taught complex sentences at a deeper lé/&. important for
you to be conversant with the differences betweeple and complex
sentences and how the parts function together #dfetethtly because
you will be doing a lot of writing. Just go throughis unit with the
following objectives in mind so that you can belyfybrepared for the
unique exercise of writing.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
o identify and discuss basic simple sentence pattargsglish

o use basic simple sentences in English in writingpesof the self
assessment exercises in this unit.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Basic simple sentence patternsand basic smple sentences

There are nine basic simple sentence patterns ghisBrand below are
these patterns.

1. Subject Predicator
The girl prayed.

2. Subject Predicator Direct object
The gentlemen  watched the enovi

Please note that the parts of the sentences digetkhy or represented
by particular kinds of words or word groups (nowun phrases,
verbs/verb phrases etc)

The various parts of the sentence are referred aeanents of structure.
The subject/direct object could be a noun or nobrage while the
predicator could be verb /verb phrase. Patternslamly two elements
of structure- subject and predicate. Pattern 2 thase elements of
structure. Below are the remaining basic simpletesare patterns in
English.

3. Subject Predicator Indirect object (Oi) Direct object (Od)

We gave Tinu the orange.
4. Subject predicator Subject complement (Cs) (nominal)
You are a man

Nominal in front of subject complement for pattefris an indication
that all the items that can occupy that columneatieer nouns or noun
phrases. Apart from this, there is always an int&meelationship
between the subject and the subject complemenhah the subject
complements comments directly on the subject.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Study patterns1-4 very carefully and constructriesgces each for each
pattern.

5. Subject predicator  Subject complement (Cs) (adjectival)
She IS wonderful.

6. Subject predicator Adverbial
Moji is in thedhen.
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7. Subject Predicator  Direct object (Od) Object complement
His classmates consider him a gemniu

8. Subject Predicator Direct object (Od) Object complement(Co)
(adjectival)
Some soldiers find  such weapons useful.

9. Subject Predicator Direct object Adverbial
Bola put thensils in the cupboard.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

I Study patterns 5 - 9 very carefully and construsebtences each
for each pattern.

The subject and predicator etc., which make up eaattern, are
obligatory parts. Each of them is required for pla¢tern to be complete.
It means they are compulsory and they must bedrsttucture for it to
be complete. Each of these patterns may be expdndt#te addition of
an appropriate optional (not compulsory) adverlfiad. an adverbial
which is not obligatory like the adverbials in gatts 6-9).

The following are examples of patterns with opticadverbials.

1. Subject Predicator (Adverbial)
The girl prayed ferventl

3. Subject Predicator Indirect object (Oi) Direct object (Od) (Adverbial)
We gave Tinu the orange  for a purpose.

6. Subject predicator Adverbial (Adverbial)
Moji is in theedhen now.

8. Subject  Predicator Direct object (Od) Object complement(Adverbial)
(Co) (adjectival)
Some soldiers find such weapons useful here.

Please note that the optional adverbials are pbtackets to show that
they are optional and that their statuses are motsame as the ones
without brackets. The optional adverbials areaml because a pattern
is complete without it. There may be more than @pigonal adverbial in
a basic simple sentence pattern as in the exarbplesv. An optional
adverbial is not restricted to just one position Imay occur in various
positions in the patterns as in the following:

Subject (Adverbial) Predicator (Adverbial)
He usually sleeps n tloe table.
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What is important in this structure is that ‘Heegle’. The adverbials
‘usually’ and ‘on the table’ are therefore optiomalthe sense that we
can do without them if we want. They have only sscted in giving

additional information. Below is another example.

Subject (Adverbial) Predicator (Adverbial)
Soldiers  sometimes fight with such weapons.

In this sentence as well, what is important isfdu that ‘soldiers fight'.
The adverbials ‘sometimes’ and ‘with such weapoas® optional
adverbials that we can do without. Have a looknatleer example:

(Adverbial) Subject Predicator (Adverbial) (Adverbial)
Yesterday she came to the hall alone.

Just like the last two sentences, the idea conveyéte sentence is the
fact that ‘she came’, whoever ‘she’ was. The adasbyesterday’, ‘to
the hall’ and alone are optional adverbials whiah be done away with
at will.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

What are the pattern numbers of the last threeeseas with optional
adverbials?

3.2 Non -basic simple sentences
The non-basic simple sentences can be formed é&yrajtthe basic ones
in various ways. The formation of the non-basicersentences from

the basic ones usually involves the following twee@tions-‘insertion’
and ‘movement’.

3.2.1 Movement

By moving the predicator before the subject (andhgisa rising
intonation) we change the basic simple sentencesrebasic as in the
example below:

Subject predicator Adverbial
Tunde was in the room

The sentence above can be changed to -

Predicator Subject Adverbial
Was Tunde in them?
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In the sentence above, the predicator has beendranve it has been
made to come before the subject. Hence we havestiqn arising out

of the movement instead of a sentence. All basipk sentences are
statements. Once you reverse the structure anthgeoel a question, it is
no longer basic, it is non-basic.

3.2.2 Insertion

You can get a non-basic simple sentence by inggtti@ item_notvithin
the predicator as in the example below.

Subj ect predicator Adver bial

Tunde was in the roor{positive)
Subj ect predicator Adver bial

Tunde was not intbem. (negative)

3.3 Non-simple sentences

Please note that non-basic is different from nompg. The non-simple
sentences of English involve combining two or msiraple sentences
and these are of three main kinds:

o compound sentences
. complex sentences
o compound complex sentences

These have to do with the ways the source sentemeasmbined in the
process of forming them.

A compound sentence is usually formed by combining the source
sentences using a conjunction or linker such a#'.'an

Sour ce simple sentence
a. The boys played the instruments.
b. The girls sang.

Resulting compound sentence
The boys played the instruments and the girls sang.

A complex sentence is commonly formed by combining the source
sentences using a conjunction such as ‘when’ #gsifollowing:

Sour ce simple sentences

a. | went there at some time.
b. | met him then.
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Resulting complex sentence
| met him when | went there.

A compound-complex sentence is formed partly like a compound
sentence and partly like a complex sentence. Fample, if after
forming the complex sentence:

I met him when | went there.

We use the conjunction ‘and’ (as in a compoundeser®) to combine it
with the simple sentence

He asked me the question.

The result will be the compound - complex sentence

I met him when | went there and he asked me th&tique

40 CONCLUSION

In this unit we have been able to go through nia&idsimple sentences
in English. We have also given examples of eaclkthEd the patterns
can be expanded by inserting optional adverbials

50 SUMMARY

In this unit you have learnt that there are ninsidoaimple sentences in
English:

1. pattern 1 is subject/predicator

2. pattern 2 is subject /predicator/direct object

3. pattern 3 is subject/predicator/indirect objec#dirobject

4. pattern 4 is subject/predicator/subject complen(ieoin)

5. pattern 5 is subject/predicator /subject complen(zah)

6. pattern 6 is subject/predicator/adverbial

7. pattern 7 is subject/predicator/direct object/ objeomplement
(nom)

9. pattern 8 is subject/predicator/direct objexttject complement
(adj)

10. pattern 9 is subject/predicator/direct oldjadiverbial

11. A compound sentence is usually formed by combining the
source sentences using a conjunction or linker aschnd’

12. A complex sentence is commonly formed by combining the
source sentences using a conjunction such as ‘when’

13. A compound sentence is usually formed by combining the
source sentences using a conjunction or linker aschnd'.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
I Construct two examples each of a compound senteooeplex
sentence and a compound complex- sentence.

. Mention and give examples of two ways by which basmple
sentences can be turned to non-basic simple s&stenc
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit, the basic simple sentences will b@aded using some
words and some parts of sentences. The various i@nsections in a
sentence are referred to as ‘elements of structuwell not spend much

time on this because you must have been taught sbtmese in some

other English courses. Nevertheless, | will saké some time to give
some explanation on the various items that makéepatterns. As a
university student, you need to know all theseghiso that you can be
well equipped.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the nine basic simple sentence patterri&niglish
o use the nine basic simple sentence patterns indéng|
o write sentences using the nine basic simple seesencEnglish.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Pattern 1 Expanded

Pattern 1 has just two obligatory parts and thesdle subject and the
predicator. Below are examples.

Subj Pred.
Birds fly.
The room stinks.
Petrol burns.
John fell.
He died.

The subject is normally realised in actual simpatences by nouns,
noun phrases or pronouns. The predicator is realigeverbs or verb
phrases. The examples listed above have verbswBate examples
with verb phrases.

Subj Pred.
Birds can fly.
He has died.

Aremo (1995) notes that the commonest type of patieis one in
which the predicator (realised by a verb or verbbapl) expresses an
action while the subject is realised by a noun,mphrase or pronoun
which denotes the persons or things that perfoaratttion. With certain
verbs, the pattern 1 sentence does not say thauthject performs any
action. Aremo (1995) notes the following.

1. Birds fly - the subject performs a action

2. The room stinks (says the subject is in a woerstate or
condition)

3. Petrol burns (says the subject —petrol has reaineproperty-
(burns)

4. John fell (tells us that an event affectezigtibject)
5. He died (tells us that an event affectedstiigect)

We mentioned the fact that the subject is usual¥ised by nouns, noun
phrases and pronouns. As a result of this, we diedluss nouns briefly
to remind ourselves of what they are and how thieyuaed.

3.1.1 Nouns

Nouns are words such as bird, room, petrol, thmgses of people and
places etc. They are members of an open classir{definite). New
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nouns are added to the class whenever they ar@edgAll names are

nouns. There are common nouns and proper nounsm@omouns are

nouns that can be used to refer to any example déss of persons

(boy/qirl), places e.g. (town, stadium) etc. Propeuns are used to refer
to particular persons and places e.g. John, Boteerty stadium, Lagos

etc

There are two kinds of common nouns-count nouns raads nouns.
Count nouns refer to entities that are regardezbastable e.g. bird, boy
etc. Plural forms - (boys, girls, goats etc). Ie tplural, most count
nouns occur with an —s suffix added to the basma fevhich is the same
as the singular form). Some others appear with -e.gs as in boxes
Some appear with— ies as in ladies while some have no plural
morpheme e.g. sheep

Mass nouns are common nouns referring to entitiasdre regarded as
uncountable e.g. water and petrol. We can not coaér or petrol but
we may say little water, little petrol, much waterlarge quantity of
petrol.

With a proper noun, there is normally no need stimguish between a
singular form and a plural form because it doesrafdr to countable
things. It is used to refer to particular personplaces etc. The noun
subclasses are as follows

Count: boy, birds, books
Common

Mass: petrol, chalk etc

Nouns [
Proper Lagogayh

3.1.2 Noun phrases

A noun phrase is a sequence of words consisting abun and its
modifier such as ‘The man’ which is no longer a mdwt a noun
phrase. In the noun phrase, the modified noungaroed as the head or
central word. A noun phrase may consist of mora thae modifier.
Please check your ENG101 for more on these.

Please note the following about noun phrases:
1. the article ‘the’ is a special noun modifielokim as determiners

2. determiners are members of a closed class ¢ne. whose
membership is limited or fixed).
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3. proper nouns do not normally take any deternmeng
*The John fell.

This is an unacceptable sentence in English artdghahy you have it

preceded by a star. Once you see that star befigreemtence, it means
it is an unacceptable sentence in English. It & tsanote that we still

find students who put determiners before propemnsoii should not be

so. You should pay attention to all these rule€wglish usage so that
you will make fewer mistakes.

Another common determiner which students confusienas is ‘a (n)’

The determiner ig before words beginning with a consonant sound e.g.
‘a king’, ‘a town’ ‘a dress’ etc, but it is dmefore words beginning with

a vowel sound (‘an ox’, ‘an egg’, ‘an answer’ etc).

4. Unlike ‘the’ which can be used with singulauob nouns, plural
count nouns and mass nouns, a(n) can only be usediwgular
count nouns i.e.:

the room-----
the birds-----
the petrol-----

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

I. Write out ten words that can take ‘a’ as a deteemin
il Write out ten words can take ‘an’ as a determiner.

3.1.3 Pronouns

Pronouns are members of a closed class, like detersn They are thus
limited in number, and new members of the class rae normally
formed. Commonly used pronouns are (I, we, you, ghéhey, and he
(personal)). Each of these can be used as subjebeisentence like a
noun phrase. The personal pronouns are so calealibe they are used
by the speaker (or writer) to refer to one or otbethe three kinds of
entities, persons or things technically known ass@es. These three
entities are the first person — the speaker himselherself, or the
speaker and one or more others (I and We), thendeperson (the
person (s) the speaker is addressing (You) anthtieeperson (one or
more other person (s) or things that are mentidnethe speaker.(He,
She, It and They).
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3.2 Pattern 2 Expanded

This pattern has three parts. Below are examples

Subj Pred Direc Object (Od)
Birds lay Eggs.

Water caused pheblem.

The woman cooked Rice.

Tinu thanked doh

She praised him.

The items used as predicators here are all véalgs:.caused, cooked,
thanked, praised. The item used as subject in efcthe example
sentences is a noun in examples 1, 2, 4, noun @lmasxample 3 and
pronoun in example 5. Optional adverbials can bElus expand the
sentences. Below are examples.

(Of course), birds lay eggs.
(Actually), water caused the problem.
The woman (quickly) cooked rice.
Tinu (then) thanked John.

She praised him for the effort.

arwpdE

You will notice that adverbials have been addeth&sentences above
to expand them. This shows that adverbials are wepprtant and that

they are of different varieties. You should be ableonstruct sentences
and good write- ups using these different sentg@ateerns so that your
work can be an interesting one.

For more details of these expanded sentence pattsa Aremo (1997)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Go through the verbs listed here and construcepaf2 sentences with
them, one for each verb. Try to expand these seaseunsing optional
adverbials of pour own ‘work’, ‘play’, ‘dig’, ‘pull ‘destroy’.

3.3 Pattern 3 Expanded

This pattern has four parts. The first two are agthie subject and the

predicator. The remaining two parts are both objeatindirect object
and then an direct object.
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Subj. Pred Indirect Object Direct Object
Teachers buy the pupil presents.
Tinu brought John water.
They showed visitors the cave.
God sent them Manna.
The move  gave music a boost.

The predicators in the actual sentences are abbsvebuy, brought,
showed, sent, gave. The subject or direct objectéach case a noun, a
noun phrase or a pronoun. The indirect objectds atalised by a noun
in 2, 3 and 5, a noun phrase in example 1 or aguoim example 4.

Pattern three sentences can also be expanded mptitna adverbials.
Below are examples.

Teachers (often) buy the pupil presents.

Tinu brought Kunle water (in the morning).

They (usually) showed visitors their wedding album.
(Then) God sent them Manna.

The move (really) gave music a boost.

You can enrich your writing by varying your sentematterns.
3.4 Pattern 4 Expanded

Pattern 4 has three parts; subject, predicator sagect complement
(nominal)

Subj Pred Subj Complement (nominal) Cs (nom)
Birds are animals.

The winner was l.

Water seems a problem.

The name became John.

It is bka

The subject in each case is a noun, a noun phrasepoonoun. The
items realising the predicator are all verbs. Thbject complement
(nominal) is realised in the examples by a nouexamples (1,4,5) a
noun phrase in example 3 or a pronoun in example 2.

Examples of pattern four sentences expanded witiorggd adverbials
are listed below. What has been included are thiertd adverbials.

(In a sense), birds are animals.
The winner was (always) |.

Water seems a problem (in town).
The name (later) became John.
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o (Of course), it is bread.

Please note that most of the examples here areAremo 1997 and for
details of the expanded forms, see Aremo 1997.

3.5 Pattern 5 Expanded

This pattern also has three parts. The parts @jedy predicator and
subject complement (adjectival)

Subj Pred Subj Comp (adjectival) Cs(ad))
Birds are beautiful.

The boy looks ncki

Water appears arse.

The name became vepular.

The pot remained hot.

This pattern is very important because adjectives adjective phrases
function as subject complement. Adjectives and ciyje phrases
commonly specify the qualities or characteristi€persons or things.
Below are some pattern five sentences with optiadaérbials.

Birds are (naturally) beautiful.

(However), the boy looks kind.

Water appears scarce (everywhere)

The name (soon) became very popular throughout$.ago
The pot remained hot (for hours).

3.5.1 Adjectivesand Adjective phrases

Adjectives are open items. They are large in numBeme common
adjectives include bad, big, easy, fair, good,dad poor, rich, small,
strong, weak etc.

Adjective phrases may be formed by modifying areetilye with a word
like veryortooas in -

° It is very large.
° The name became very popular.

° He seem$o0 good.

Modifiers like very andtoo are members of a closed class. They are
known as intensifiers. This is because they comynoniensify or
heighten the meaning of the head word. There amever some
intensifiers which have more or less the opposftecelowering or
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weakening the meaning of the headword. Intensifeérghis later kind
include- ‘'somewhat’, ‘rather’ and ‘pretty’:

Itis [ rather
Somewhat small.

She is pretty good. (not as good as you think)
In descriptive essays, you need the mastery oft @fl@djectives for
your work to be interesting. For more on adjectise® Quirk et al 1985
and Aremo 1997.
3.6 Pattern 6 Expanded
This pattern has three parts- subject, predicatdraaverbial. We have

mentioned some of the uses of adverbials in this innthat they are
what we use to expand the simple basic sentenEgamples are

Subj ect Predicator Adverbial

The birds are in the cage.
The boy was here.

The bread IS on the table.
They appeared in a hurry.
John seems in the mood.

The adverbial in the third part in the patternb$igatory like each of the
other two parts. This pattern can still be expanaath optional
adverbialsBelow are examples.

The birds are (always) in the cage.
The boy was here (last week).

The bread is (already) on the table.
They appeared in a hurry (then).
(Right now), John seems in the mood

The items realising adverbial parts in this patteam be adverbs and
adverb phrases. These are used to supply variads kif information in
respect of time, place, manner etc.

You will notice that some of the adverbial phrases preposition
headed- that is, they have preposition startingitleay.in the room, at
the door, on the table, in a hurry, beside the bdtky are of two main
kinds- simple prepositions (consisting of one woef)jd compound
prepositions consisting of more than one word. Tokowing are
examples of simple prepositionabove, across, after, against, among,
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around, at before behind, below, beneath, beyornydddwn, during,
from inside of, off, outside, over, past, sincenththrough, throughout,
to toward (American) towards (British) under, uptiy with, without

Some compound prepositions are:

along with, apart from, out of, together with, dioe because of, instead
of.

You need to master the use of these for cohesigaunwork.
Patterns seven, eight and nine can also accommodpt®nal

adverbials. Even though pattern nine has obligatmtyerbials, it can
still accommodate optional adverbials. For detaiée Aremo 1997

40 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have been able to take you fulyotigh six of the
simple sentences and their expanded forms. It p@rtant for you to be
able to construct good sentences as this is thdetadpon which

continuous writing rests. To expand all the badmp$e sentence
patterns, optional adverbials should be added.

50 SUMMARY

In this unit, you learnt that:

o the basic simple sentences can be expanded bygadgiional
adverbials

o the subject in each case is either a noun, a ndwase or a
pronoun

) commonly used pronouns are (I, we, you, she, ay,tland he
(personal)

o adjectives and adjective phrases commonly speb#yqualities
or characteristics of persons or things

o The items realising adverbial parts in pattern 6 ba adverbs
and adverb phrases

o the adverbial phrases are preposition headed

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write out ten examples of pattern 6 sentences miéposition headed
adverbials. Go through the examples you were gorepattern 6 so as
to remind yourself of what preposition headed abhads are.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Concord is a major problem for some second languagmers of
English. It is even evident in some people’s spdeeguage. No matter
how interesting a lecture or presentation may bi,is full of concord
errors, the audience may loose concentration. Hviéns a sermon, if
you are not careful as a preacher, you may nothgetlesired effect of
your preaching on the congregation. This therefoekes this unit on
concord an all important unit in this course.

As mentioned earlier, concord is the formal agred@mae person,

number, gender or tense between two or more padssentence. It is
formal in the sense that the use of one necessitageuse of another.
For example in the present tense of the verb ‘t¢ ‘Becan only be

combined with ‘am’, and vice versa. This may belechlbilateral

concord. Also, ‘we’ can only be combined with ‘an@’ the present
tense.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

) identify the concord relationships in specifiedtseces
° construct sentences without concord errors.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Concord Relationships

Aremo (1995) notes that the rule of concord betwtensubject item
and the predicator item goes thus:

A singular subject is used with a singular predicat
A plural subject is used with a plural predicator.

Example:

1. a noun phrase with a singular count noun advesa e.g.
The man sings well.
The woman dances well.

2. a mass noun or a noun phrase with a mass rsoneaaword e.g..
Petrol burns easily.
The water looks dirty.

3. a proper noure.g..
Bola helps us sometimes
John visits us often.

4. any one of the third person singular pronouhns, she and it
(commonly substituted for one or other of thensementioned

in 1-4 above.
She dances well.

It burns easily. It cries often.
Looks dirty. sings beautifully.
She visits us often/She helps us often

In matters of subject/predicator concord, mass s@md proper nouns
are treated as singular nouns.

A plural subject means one realised by:

1. a plural count noun or a noun phrase with agblcount noun as
headword
Boys like rice
The boys
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2. any of the plural personal pronoung, you and they

We
You eat yam regularly.
They

Thus we have sentences such as:

He eats----- singular predicator
They eat----- plural predicator

Aremo (1995) notes that there is what he referast@ingular concord
between the subject and the predicator - i.e.

The boy eats yam daily.
(singular subject + singular predicator

Plural concord

The boys eat yam daily
(plural subject + plural predicator)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Construct five sentences with singular subjectskéviae subject of two
of them to be nominal groups, that is, more tham item. E.g. ‘the boy’
as opposed to ‘boy’ which is one item.

3.1.1 Concord of person

This occurs between a noun or pronoun and the prenceferring to it,
e.g.

He, she, igoes---
My brotherthinks-

Unilateral concord of person occurs between a stubye the first or
second person singular, or in one of the threeoperef the plural, e.g.

l, (you, we, theypo--
Somesay----

His parentdive----

I, he,( she, etovas---
You (we, they etcjvere---
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In descriptive sentences, both the subject-proramdhthe verb agree in
number i.e.

They are very nice people.
Are those your children?
It is they who arrange everything.

Plural nouns

Sometimes, a noun in the plural form, more or distinctly denotes a
singular idea. For example, names of games — toifliadominoes,
draughts etc are all in the plural form. You canehaentences such as
the following:

o Billiards is not exclusively a men’s game.
o Draughts is not entirely a game of mathematicatakdtion.

A plural subject may consist of two or more cooad@d pronouns in the
singular, e.g.

o John and Maryave gone

When two coordinated nouns form a semantic ung,vérbal predicate
may take a singular form e.g.

o A cart and horsevasseen at a distance.

o The United States of todayg nine times as large as the United
States of 1800

o Is the United States imperialist?

3.2 Number concord

The rule of number concord ( being both singulaplaral) between the
subject and the predicator only applies when thib used as predicator
Is in the present tense, it does not apply whenvdre is in the past
tense. Thus we have sentences such as:

) The boygoesthere everyday.
o The boygyothere everyday.

With a past tense verb, we have sentences such as:

o The boywentthere everyday.
o The boyswentthere everyday.
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You will notice that the past tense of the vegdowhich iswentis the
same for both singular and plural. The concordtiiaahip between the
subject and the predicator is only emphasised thighpresent forms i.e.
go /goes.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Construct five sentences each with the presentpasti forms of the
verbs you choose. Each pair of sentences shouldatedthe number
concord for both singular and plural.

3.2.1 Singular nouns

Singular nouns denoting a number of individualetalkplural verb when
the persons composing the group are thought o¥ishaially, a singular
verb when the group is thought of collectively,.e.g

The crowdwere deeply affected.

An immense crowavasassembled.

My family are early risers.

His family wasan old one.

The majority of the stickerare already resuming work.

The government majority in the lower housas perilously
small.

Aremo 1995 notes that the equational verb —'Bethis most unusual
verb in English. It can be found in more forms tremy other verb.
Other verbs have a single past tense form but &' two—i.ewas/
were. Other verbs have two present tense forms, ‘Be’theeei.e. am,
is, are. The use of any of these forms depends on the kindem.
(singular count noun/ plural count noun) Like othesrbs, ‘Be’ as
predicator must be in concord with the subject itétlease note that
even though it was earlier stated that the rulenoefmber concord
between subject and predicator only applies whervéb is used in the
present tense, with the verb ‘Be’, it is differetitaffects both the past
and the present forms. As a result, ‘is’ (presaml ‘was’ (past) are
regarded as singular verbs. Below are examples:

The girl is now a University student.
She

The man was a rogue.

He
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‘Are’ (present) and ‘were’ (past) are plural verbsed with plural
subjects. i.e.

The women are nursing mothers.
They

The women were nursing mothers.
They

It is important to note that ‘I’ (singular pronouis)used as subject with
‘am’ (present) and ‘was’ (past). i.e.

° | am now a business man.
° | was once a business man

You should also note that subjects realised by ysimgular or plural)
are used. Witlare (present) andvere (past).

o Singular - You are now a teacher.
o Plural - You were once teachers.

40 CONCLUSION

The rule of concord is a very important one in EiglWithout a good
mastery of it, we will all be writing and making &linds of mistakes. In
this unit, we have been able to go through somengiss$ things to note
on concord. Some of the sections may look like ttepe, go through
them all and yowvill see the essence of whatever you think is reguba

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you learnt that:

o a singular subject is used with a singular predicat

o a plural subject is used with a plural predicator.

o in descriptive sentences, both the subject andvénke agree in
number.

o singular nouns denoting a number of individualsetak plural
verb when the persons composing the group avagtit of
individually,

o plural nouns, in spite of its plural form, more less distinctly
denote a singular idea.

o the equational verb —'Be’ is the most unusual verBnglish
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° other verbs have two present tense forms, ‘Be’theeei.e. am,
Is, are.

o other verbs have a single past tense form but Ha&' two—i.e.
was/ were.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Construct sentences with all the variants of thé vi® be’ with special
reference to the singular and plural forms.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Sentences make up a paragraph and paragraphs male essay or a

composition. Paragraphs are used to express thoaghtthere are two
aspects of a good paragraph- the thematic andrinetigal aspects.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the essential features of a good pardgrap
o write coherent paragraphs on any chosen essay topi
composition
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Thematic aspect of a paragraph

Three things are important while discussing theréheof a paragraph
and these are unity, coherence and emphasis.

3.1.1 Unity

One of the essential features of a paragraph iy.uhd achieve this, a
paragraph must deal with one central theme. Thméis what will be
fully developed through the other sentences inghegraph. All the
sentences in a paragraph must be related to theettteat the paragraph
is emphasising. Occasionally, writers get carriedyawith an aspect of
the central theme of a paragraph to the extentttiet digress. This
digression may eventually make their write-up orragaaph
uncoordinated or disjointed. You must guide agaihs&. Below is an
example of a paragraph that lacks unity.

The management committee at its meetnBecember 8
agreed that the personnel manager stoguidstructed to
employ more staff. The committee alsmremended that the
canteen be closed down because of ponageanent. The
managing director complained about tlakileg tap in his
personal office. The management commlitezked an
appointment for a visit with the ManagiDgector

This paragraph violates paragraph unity in thattlal sentences look
like topic sentences which could be fully developed separate
paragraphs each. Sentencel talks about the aaifotiee committee.
Sentence 2 talks about another action of the comenivhich looks
unrelated to the first. Sentence 3 is not about db@ons of the
committee at all. Instead, it is about the comp#aiof the managing
director concerning the leaking tap in his persaifite. The paragraph
looses its unity further here. The last sentense alentioned one of the
actions of the committee. Go through the paragtagbw which is an
example of a paragraph that has unity.

The management committee on Decemb®ragreed that the
personnel manager should be instructed to emplose retaff.

The management committee had been meeting for Hmicse

they took some vital decisions concerning the comipdhe

committee noted that the company had been shdfégtand that
production had dropped drastically. The few memhdrstaff

had written a letter of protest on excess work la@tiout pay to

the management committee recently.
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All the sentences in this paragraph have sometioirp with the central
theme on the decision of the management commiteteially, the first

sentence is the topic sentence and the other theetences when
summarised express the need for more staff as @t rek recent

happenings in the company. Sentence 2, explainsfatie that the
committee had to meet for hours before the decisiooemploy more
staff was taken.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Go through the paragraph below and say whetheast unity or not.
Justify your answer.

Since compositions basically serve thigpse of communicating
ideas, it is particularly important that they angtten in simple
and straight forward language. The vocabulary the. words
used) should not be unnecessarily difficult. Cammeveryday
words---if ~ they are equally effective---should peeferred to
the rarely used ones. We should not aim at sentheg
audience to the dictionary with every word. Ane thentences
used should generally be as short as possiblez abthem
should be so long and involved that it becomesagor
task getting at the meaning it seeks to express. Wempress
no one, but perhaps ourselves, when our compositiaifs as a
piece of communication.

Aremo (2001:02)

3.1.2 Coherence

Another quality of a good paragraph is coherendas fas to do with
having the parts of a paragraph in a meaningfulerord’he ideas
presented in a paragraph must be orderly and uadesble. There
must be a logical sequence of ideas. These cartdineal through the
use of conjuncts or transitional words such asdwanr, nevertheless, in
addition, consequently, indeed, finally, as a resalspite of, in contrast
to, again etc. Coherence can also be achievedghrine precise use of
pronouns to avoid repetition of some nouns. Thedtinay by which
coherence can be achieved is through the repetiticspecific ideas,
although not necessarily the same words or phra&as.should try to
avoid sentences that start with ‘This is becau'seFhe pronoun ‘this’
could be vague in such sentences.

3.1.3 Emphasis

Emphasis is another quality that a paragraph caa Which can give it
paragraph unity. This can be achieved through #e af contrasting
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sentences, and repetition of ideas. Look at thegugesbelow and discuss
how emphasis has been used to drive home the \wijiteint.

Delivery is deemed to have taken plabemthe vehicle is taken
over at the workshop by the customer or his auskedri
representative. n case of delivery at a place othan the
workshop, this is at the customer’s risk. If thestomer fails to
take delivery within 7 days of being notified titae vehicle is
ready, a garage fee is chargeable. Despatch ahvioece to the
customer shall be deemed to be notification thatuehicle is
ready for delivery.

(Extract from; The use of English a Text (Departtn&English

OAU pg 193)

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write a well constructed paragraph of about 150dsasn any of the
following topics.

I My future career
ii. My favourite film star

3.2  Structural aspects of a paragraph

A paragraph is a composite whole which should itelat least three of
the following parts-topic sentence, development,cudeentation,
application or conclusion (if it is an only paragneor a last paragraph in
a write up).

3.2.1 The topic sentence

A paragraph deals with one main idea which shbeldelevant to what
the whole essay is all about. This main idea istaiord in the topic
sentence. The other sentences should be closehectad with the topic
sentence and this gives the paragraph its unityirednal consistency.
The topic sentence need not be the very first seateThe writer may
decide to discuss an issue first and then condoderds the end by
putting the topic sentence last.

3.2.2 Paragraph development

Paragraph development is closely linked with thatens thought
processes and concepts. Logical processes areveéavoln the
presentation of arguments and ideas. The kind aiestents we write
should be determined by your perception of thehfruerifiable facts,
objectivity and relevant details of what we hop@tesent. A paragraph
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should not be developed haphazardly and you shbaldcareful of
unnecessary generalisations and fallacies.

1. ‘Exercise is good; therefore, everybody shaxdrcise’

This statement is fallacious because, a persorersuff from a heart
disease is always advised not to do exercises.

2. ‘If 1 had not taught you to write, you wouldvee have learnt
anything about writing’

The statement above is also fallacious because lsmiyeelse would
have taught him/her to write.

You must try to develop your paragraphs based batantiated facts. A
paragraph can also have evidence of documentatiapolication of
some kind. In whatever way any of these parts featuyour work, you
should try to make sure they are well presented.ekample if you are
doing some documentation, you should make surdlibatferences are
included and that contributors are acknowledgedr&vhecessary.

The following passage contains certain fallacied #logicalities. Can
you identify them?

Students should be allowed to look atrttextbooks
during examinations. After all, surgetrase x-rays to guide
them during an operation; lawyers hanefd to guide them
during a trial; carpenters have bluggrio guide them when
they are building a house. Why then sthgtistudents be
allowed to look at their textbooks dgyian examination?
Extract from; The Use of English a TERbmpiled by the
Department of English, OAU pg 180)

Paragraph opening

The way you start your paragraph is very importdhe strategy to use
depends on the subject matter. The language alpends on the
purpose of the write up. If it is a magazine aetiche language may be
different from when it is a formal essay for praséion as a proposal.
You could start by defining a concept that you hapevrite on or the
explanation of an idea.

Concluding paragraph
The concluding paragraph is as important as theningeparagraph.

Many people conclude by summarising the main posdsthat the
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reader would be reminded of the writer’s line ahking or argument as
the case may be. A lot however depends on the dubjgtter.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit has been able to expose you to the aabedtails on

paragraph development and management. The devehlbpwie a

paragraph is closely linked with the writer's thbugprocesses and
concepts. In an attempt to develop a good paragnamin should be
careful of overgeneralizations and unsubstantittets.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you have learnt that:

paragraphs are used to express thoughts,

the two aspects of a paragraph are theme andigteuct

one of the essential features of a paragraph tg,uni

a paragraph must deal with a central theme,

a paragraph must not violate paragraph unity,

another quality of a good paragraph is coherence,
coherence has to do with having parts of a par&grap
meaningful order,

o coherence can be achieved through the use of adejuand
transitional words such as however, neverthelassaddition,
consequently, indeed, as a result-- etc

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Write a paragraph of about 100 words on any oftolpecs listed below.
The topic sentence should appear in the paragraphdb necessarily at
the beginning.

I Rebellion is a vice in the youth of nowadays.
. What I'll do if I am made the president of Nigeria.
iii. Internet services are a blessing to humanity.

Iv. | would rather have a male child than a femaledchil
V. The prospect of a good job is refreshing to thd.sou
Vi. Banks offer a wide range of services to their cugis.
vii.  Living in a village could be advantageous.

viii.  Daily exercise is essential to everyone’s health.

IX. Should capital punishment be introduced as a waguobing
societal vices?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Unlike spoken language which has a number of dewuieceough which

we can identify long and short pauses or variatiartene that can help
us determine the meaning of utterances, writtergydage depends
heavily on punctuation for meaningful interpretatio

King (2000:156) sees punctuation as:

a system capable of conveying force, intonationgency,
tension doubt, rhythm and passion, while ever abaing its
duty to consistency and clarity of meaning

Quirk et al. (1985) notes that there are two pples underlying the
punctuation system and these are separation acdisgon. Details of
these can be seen in Quirk et al (1985). See fleecree at the end of

this unit. In the content section we shall deahwite different kinds of
punctuations and their uses.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o punctuate sentences using appropriate punctuatoksm
o identify the different punctuation marks in any than discourse.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  Punctuation in English

The main purpose of punctuation marks is to giverryariting a

meaning by helping you to present your ideas iarcleell demarcated
sentences. Punctuation marks should not be usestiimdinately. They
should be used when necessary. Some people arg peactuators
while some are light. Legal language may requiravigepunctuation
while common writings such as letters may requigétl punctuation.
Even though there are some underlying principlesmast follow to be
well understood, punctuation could also be a maitgpersonal taste.
Below are some common punctuation marks in English.

3.1.1 The full stop (.)

The full stop or period is an important punctuatioark in English. It is

surprising that many people write without puttingl 5tops at the end of
their sentences. If you write and you do not pfiullastop or you forget

to put a full stop, it means you have not ended seatence. It means
you still want to continue that sentence becauseetls nothing like the

longest sentence. You can keep on writing and ag &s you put the
appropriate linkers, you can write a sentence ag & a whole room. In
essence, what | am trying to say is that you shaléys remember to
put a full stop when you think you are through wateentence. The full
stop could be used in the following ways-

a. for marking the end of a statement e.g.
1. She danced.
2. The boy and girl washed their clatiethe water, fetched
two buckets of water and went home to cook forr thei

parents.
b. for marking the end of a command e.g.
1. Come immediately.

2. Stop shouting.
3. Answer the question clearly and clise
4. Please go straight to tpeint.

C. for indicating abbreviations

1) Acronyms e.g.

1. 0O.A.U (Organisation of African Unity)
(Obafemi Awolowo University)

2. U.N  (United Nations)

3. D.G (Director General)
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The full stop is however optional here, we may dlasve —OAU, DG,
UN without the periods.

i) A person’s initials e.g.

1. J.J Okon
2. M.A Olateju
3. T.0 Ajayi

The full stop is also optional here. It is therefgrossible to write- JJ
Okon, MA Olateju or TO Ajayi

iif) Abbreviations on the model of the following:
1. Vol. (Volume)

2. Gen. (General)

3. Jan. (Januany

The full stop is omitted here only when the lasieleof the abbreviation
Is also the last letter of the word. For exampl®ir{.) Mister, Dr(.)
Doctor

3.1.2 The question mark (?)

The question mark is another important punctuatnamk in English. It
can be used in the following ways:

a. to mark the end of a question e.g.

1. When are you coming?

2. What is your father's name?

3. Is it true that Kunle has won a scholarship?

The examples above are the conventional ways afigskiestions. The
guestion mark can also be used to mark the endsthtament with a
high intonation in form of a question e.g.

1. He is coming tomorrow?

2. You came home with him from the airport?

Please note that it is usual to mark with a fudipsthe end of question
used to give an order or make a request e.g.

1. Will you please shut the door.
But also:
2. Will you please shut the door?

Please note also that you do not have to put atioi after the question
mark again because it already has a stop belowuive.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Punctuate the following sentences

I | will go to Lagos tomorrow

. What is your Celtel Number

iii. Give me your notebook now (with a rising tone)
\2 What of the ball point | told you about

V. The weather is fine today

3.1.3 The Exclamation mark (!)

The exclamation mark is normally used at the endrofexclamation;
something of a great surprise on the negative@pdusitive side e.g.

1. How wonderful!
2. Exciting!
3. Man, this is awful

Please note that the exclamation mark may alsséé to mark the end
of a vigorous command, statement or question. Theseproduced in
the spoken form with a raised voice. Where the nage commands,
statements and questions are rendered as theydshbal response is
always immediate.

| once had the opportunity of teaching a grouptatlents this aspect of
English and a set of students who came late toctass were just
entering the class when | safgket out! as an example of a vigorous
command. The students who were already at the wWaating to come
in went back immediately. The other students infligeclass room burst
into laughter and one of them went to call therteling them | was not
referring to them but that | just gave an exampfeaovigorous
command. So it can be very effective if well reredker

Vigorous command

1. Get out!
2. Close the window!
3. Kneel down there!

Vigorous statement

1. I will not answer you!
2. You met the window closed!
3. | am coming tomorrow!
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Vigorous question

1. What did you just say!
2. Are you alright at all!
3. What do you want!

3.1.4 The comma (,)

The comma is, apart from the full stop, the mostqfiently used
punctuation mark. It is commonly used -

a. For marking out the end of the first two clautieked by a
coordinator in a compound or compound complex seEeie
particularly when the coordinator luit.

He came, but his presence was not felt.

He passed, but his mother was not pleasedhstgrades.

The students at NOUN really love their workd @hey have a
great deal of admiration for their hard working tnsctors.

wh e

In each of the sentences above, there are twoedalrs sentence

1 for exampleHe cames a clauseHis presence was not fet
another clauseBut is a coordinating conjunction separating the
first clause from the second. The same thing appbethe other
sentences. The comma marks out the end of the dissise.
However, a comma does not need to appear aftdirshelause

if both clauses have identical subjects or if tle@tence as a
whole is extremely short e.g.

She greeted him and (she) smiled

In the sentence abovsheis the subject of the first clausshe
greeted him.

The second clause has only the predicator dhe is put in
bracket to show that the subject of the secondselasi ellipted.
That is, when you read the sentence you do not tavead the
ellipted subject along. The sentence should read:

She greeted him and smiled

b. For marking out items (words, phrases, or clags®erdinated in
a series).

Words e.g.
1. If you like, you cansing, dance, jumm@and roll on the

ground.
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2. Bola gave me some beautiful, presidesigner shoes.
Phrasese.g.
1. The man boughtwo he-goats, five bags of beans, six

gallons of groundnut ()) and a hundred big yams
Clausese.qg.

1. He jumped dowr(he) danced a little(he) picked up the dirty
note(,) andhe)went away still dancing.

You will notice that the words, phrases, and clauseitalics
follow each other and they are separated by thenwnThe
subjects in the bracket are ellipted. They are gnly there to
show you what the clauses would look like if thejsuats were to
be repeated. Please note that the comma precediag t
coordinator between the two final items is optioeatept when
its omission would lead to a mis-reading of the tsece.
Although for stylistic purpose, at times you canédaases where
no coordinator is used as in:

They canthey will, they must
C. For separating adverbials (conjuncts, disjuaot adjuncts)
3.2 Conjuncts

Conjuncts can be said to serve the primary purpdsendicating a
meaning connection between sentences in a piespaien or written
language. They are very important connective devitat a student
needs to know about and be prepared to use. Cdsjseparate like
conjunctions. They may serve to link like the comguts of a sentence
but can do more than that. A conjunct takes ofereha conjunction
leaves off. Some commonly occurring conjuncts aflewever,
nevertheless, moreover, furthermore, what's mareaddition, in fact,
in brief, in sum, indeed, all the same, in otherdgo by the way, as a
result, by contrast, on the other hand, meanwhite While writing you
may need to buttress your points by using someifspegords for
stylistic effect and conjuncts can be right at hemg@rovide such effect.
For more on conjuncts, see Quirk et al, 1985. Yan also read the
editorial articles of some broadsheet newspapeatwvBare examples of
conjuncts in sentences:

However those are the visitors to expect.
Those howevey are the visitors to expect.
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Those are the visitors to expeobwever

Shifting the word may involve a shifting of emptssa different
intonation, a different focusing of the messageacilg a connector in a
particular place may mean you are doing some 8tylsork on the
sentence or language piece.

Conjuncts (phrases) -Conjuncts may be in phrases as in the examples
below. They can be at the beginning, middle or &odt as mentioned
earlier, shifting the positions of conjuncts meahsgting the position of
the comma and emphasis.

In other wordswe were fully occupied.

We were,n other wordsfully occupied.

We were fully occupiedn other words

Conjuncts (clauses) Conjuncts could also be in clauses. Examples are:
To concludethey were all prepared for the great event.

They wereto concludeall prepared for the great event

They were all set for the great trip, conclude.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

I Punctuate the following sentences.

In Africa an important celebration like marriagenist a matter for the

nuclear family alone the members of the extendenhilya also
participate actively.

3.3 Disjuncts
Disjuncts are words, phrases or clauses that exm@sosition of ideas.

They are readily detachable, but serve to make donteof comment
on the ideas expressed.

Words e.g.

1. Naturally, he hated having to speak to her.
2. He, naturally, hated having to speak to her.
3. He hated having to speak to her, naturally

Phrasese.qg.

1. In all frankness, he is the one | prefer.

2. He is, in all frankness, the one | prefer.

3. He is the one | prefer, in all frankness.
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Clausese.qg.
To tell the truth, we are not sure of him.

1.
2. We are, to tell the truth, not sure of him.
3 We are not sure of him, to tell the truth

3.4 Adjuncts

Adjuncts are words; phrases joined or added taxpression but are not
a necessary part of it. They can also be wordsdatidgqualify or modify
other words in a sentence. Some are adverbialsmise¢ usual kinds of
linking adjuncts are expressions of space and time.

Words e.g.

1. Tomorrow we shall all visit him.
2. We shallfomorrow all visit him.

Phrasese.qg.

=

In those daysthat would be a taboo.
2. That wouldjn those dayshe a taboo.

d. Commas can be used for separating vocativeso@a or the
special form of a noun used in some languages \aderessing
someone or something) e.g.

1. Bola, listen to what | have to say.
2. Listenmy friend to what | have to say.

In all the examples given above, you will noticevhthe comma has
effectively been used to give meaning relationhéexpressions.

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have been able to introduce you to four commarciuation marks
in English- the full stop, the comma, the questimark, and the
exclamation mark. You will notice that we stoppedhwthe comma.
This is as a result of lack of space. The remaipogctuation marks
will be discussed in the next unit.
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5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you learnt that:

o the full stop or period is an important punctuatiorark in
English

o it is usual to mark with a full stop the end of gtien used to give
an order or make a request.

o the question mark can also be used to mark the@kadtatement
with a high intonation in form of a question.

o The comma is, apart from the full stop, the mosgirently used

punctuation mark
o the comma can be used for separating adverbialsjufocts,

disjuncts and adjuncts)
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
I Punctuate the following passage.

In other words the education now provided is desigfor the few who
are intellectually stronger than their fellowsntluces among those who
succeed a feeling of superiority and leaves theontgjof the others
hankering after something they will never obtain
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this unit we shall discuss some of the other momly used
punctuation marks i.e. the colon, semi- colon,dhsh, the apostrophe,
brackets, quotation marks and the hyphen. Thespuaretuation marks
you may need from time to time while writing andings them
appropriately will make your work interesting angtegit some form of
interesting aesthetics. Just go through the unideunthe various
subheadings for good understanding of the unitagélenote that the
categorisations in this unit are as itemised bywod 995. See reference
at the end of this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o punctuate sentences using appropriate punctuatoksm
o identify the different punctuation marks in any than discourse,
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The colon ()
The colon is commonly used:

a. to link two clauses (the second being a resite, an
explanation or an expression of the first) withencompound or
compound complex sentence e.g.

These men are a credit to their village and couitsgir good deeds will
be remembered for long.

If you study the sentence above very well, you waitltice that the
second clause after the colon is an explanatidheofirst.

b. to introduce a list, in which case it is oftemgeded byamely
such asetc e.g.

He spoke on several of the issues: shortage atllicash, poverty,
injustice, unemployment, industrial unrest, ancdse.

C. to introduce direct speech particularly inrdagic dialogue e.g.
He said: ‘I am the president of this association’

d. to introduce a quotation as in e.g.
She was very fond of those immortal words by Spekes:
‘Cowards die many times before their death’

3.2 Thedash (-)
The dash is used:

a. to mark off an informal insertion, particulayne with internal
commas e.g.
The girls - | should in fact call them the call Igi have now
taken up arms.

b. to introduce a list, when a less formal marknttea colon is
required e.g.
She had all she wanted — sharpeners, rubbers, sencilers,
ink, bags, and paper.

C. to introduce a summary statement after a Iggt e.

We bought pencils, rubbers, pens, ink, rulers aaplep- in short,
all we need.
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A colon can replace the dash, | (c), but the cololh be considered
more formal than the dash.

3.3 Semi-colon (;)

The semi colon is a heavier version of the comma ibus less
frequently needed than the comma as a punctuatayk. PAremo 1995
notes that it is commonly used to -

a. mark out the end of the first of two clauseskdioh by a
coordinator in a compound or compound complex seete.g.

He was a very reasonable young mian; nevertheledodnd it
but
difficult to make it in life.

b. to link two or more clauses in a compound or goomd—
complex sentence e.g.
You certainly can come; it is everybody'’s affair.

C. to mark out the boundary between coordinated ctaas@hrases
with internal comma punctuation for the sake ofitfee.g.
The woman, whom you spoke highly of, came; and eve all
very happy to see her.

3.4 Brackets (Parentheses) ()

Brackets are used, like dashes and commas, to feetnoinformal
insertion from the rest of the sentence:

It is said that mercenaries (I mean hired soldigmsn other countries)
are fighting on the side of the rebels)

Please note that:

1. brackets and dashes are used to show moréydiean commas
the status of an informal insertion

2. square brackets [ ] are used by a writer tdosechis own words
inserted in a quotation to make its meaning clegr e
The students [ Bola, Ajayi and Aina] have provedhe world
what you are all capable of achieving.
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3.5 Quotation marks or inverted commas (*)

“wn

Quotation marks may according to preference, bglesihor *.
They are used-

a. to enclose direct speech e.g.
‘In any case’, said the principal, ‘Mairy a good girl'.

‘I'm happy you still can say such kind things abtie little
girl’ said Mary’s mother.

‘He said: ‘I am the land-lord here’
Please note that:
1. The two sets of quotation marks, one doublethadther single

are used for a quotation within a quotation e.g.
The witness said “He cried, ‘where have you kbptrhoney?™”

2. Direct speech in dramatic dialogue is enclosedquotation
marks:
a. to enclose quotation e.g.

She was very fond of those immortal words by Shekes:
‘cowards die many times before their death’.

b. to enclose words or expressions that the wdtes not wish to
claim as his own e.g..
1. As a child, she really believed that what she &n the
moon was ‘a woman'’s beautiful face’
2. It is unbelievable that ‘John toleetchief to go to hell’

C. to enclose words and expressions that are uldaror that are
used in a special, not generally accepted sense e.g
1. One can talk at length about this ‘primitivahiguage.
2. It was all traceable to their leader ‘chop-chop’
mentality.

d to enclose the titles of stories, poems, artjok#s or issued as
separate publications e.g..
The Raiders’ was published in his first collectairshort stories.
SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
Write out four uses of quotation marks and supgour answer with

good examples.
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3.6 Italics

In a hand written or typed manuscript, italics ¢enindicated through
underlining. Italics are used:

a. for titles of books, magazines, newspapers ather works
published separately e.g..
The Daily times
The Guardian

b. titles of shorter works not issued as separaldigations e.g.
short stories and poems are enclosed in quotatiarks

C. for foreign words or expressions used in a eyt
Thedramatis personaare found on the first page e.g.

It was evening again and he was back at the renmainottle of
0gogoro

d. for words or expressions which the writer wolike to be
carefully noted e.g.
Thesemi-colormay be linked to two or more clauses

e. for items (words, phrases etc) illustratingpapof usage e.g.
1. The man was here. (past tense)
2. The man is here. (present tense)

3.7 The Apostrophe ()
The apostrophe is used:

a. for indicating the genitive of some general joums e.g.
somebody’s dog
everybody'’s affair

The apostrophe is not used for indicating the genibf personal
pronouns e.g..
my/mine her/hers your/ yours

b. for indicating the genitive of nouns and noungges e.g.
the girl’'s book
a child’s toy
children’s books
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C. for marking omissions in reduced words and nusbeg.
Pl (=1 will )
hasn't (= has not)
Its (=1tis)
We're (= We are -)

d. for indicating the plurals of numbers, lettersl a&ited words or
expressions e.g.
There are two O’s in ‘book’
The 7’s look like 1's
In the 1980’s

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Some of the sentences below need apostrophe. Puoit wWhere they
should be.

I It is hers.

. Dr Ojo thesis is missing from the Library.
iii. He hasn’t been able to come back again.
V. | need some children story books.

V. Your’s is very beautiful.

3.8 The Hyphen

The hyphen is used to:

a. show when a single word has been broken atrtieotone line
and completed on the next line e.g.
He came for the first time yesterday

Please note that the hyphen is placed at the etttedine on which the
word is started not at the beginning of the follogvline

b. to link the component bases of some compoundsvce.
breath-taking
go-between

Please note that not all compounds are written witlyphen. Some are
written solid e.g. dressmaking and some are writieen- e.g. tear gas.
The same compound can sometimes be written in athedhree ways
e.g. flower-pot, flowerpot, and flower pot.

C. to link the component words of a multi — wotem used as a
single pre-modifier e.g.
They were all seven -month -old —babies.
He adopted his usual- | don’t care aitié
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d. to separate some prefixes from the base (phtiguwhen the
base begins with a capital letter or when the woolld
otherwise be mispronounced e.g.
co-author
re-present (preset again)
pro-lraq

3.9 Capital letters (ABC)
These are used at the beginning of:

a. the first word of a sentence e.g.
Today is her birthday.
You are all invited

b. all proper nouns(names of specific people, glaae and words
derived from them e.g.
Bola Ojo, China, Sunday January, Independence day

Please note that with proper nouns, a capital immathy used only at the
beginning of the open class items (nouns, adjextizdverbs) e.q.

(the) Department of English
(the ) National Assembly
The National Assembly members are two hundrednmbeu

Words like committee, department, government satk university are
spelt with a capital when they are part of the prapouns or when they
are used as substitute for the proper nouns buvhen they are used as
ordinary common nouns e.g.

The National Assembly is on recess.

A committee should be set up immediately.

The House Committee on petroleum matters recomrdende
the removal of its chairman.

C. all titles preceding proper nouns or titles ussdsubstitutes for
proper nouns e.g.
Princess Aina, Chief Okonkwo, Miss Olabode, Thesidant,
President Clinton

d. the first and the last word and each of thenoplass words
(nouns, verbs etc) in the title of a book or aetielg.
The Beautiful Ones Are not Yet Born
Our Husband has gone Mad Again
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e. Words of family relationship when used alone e.g
Usually, Father does not like such dagpbf arrogance but
Mother only laughs at such.
Usually our father does not like such display ofogance but
our mother only laughs at such.

When used with the first name, the words are gbsit svith a capital

e.g.
| think Brother James will understand this.
James is a brother to Alice.

The personal pronoun ‘I’ is always written withapdal e.qg.
| prefer to go to Marks and Spencer but I'll ask fiaycé to
go with me.

Some other punctuation marks are the ellipsi$ é&nd the caret (*) and
these are used to indicate omissions in a sentence.

4.0 CONCLUSION

This unit is the one that completes the discussiopunctuation marks.
We started with the colon and ended with just atmoarof the ellipsis
and the caret which are used to indicate omissions.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit you learnt that:

o the colon is used to link two clauses

o the colon is used to introduce a list

o In a hand written or typed manuscript, italics dan indicated
through underlining

o a hyphen is used to show when a single word has bexken at
the end of one line and completed on the next line

o an apostrophe is used for indicating the genifveome general
pronouns

o The two sets of quotation marks, one double anather single
are used for a quotation within a quotation

o Some other punctuation marks are the ellipsig and the caret

(™) and these are used to indicate omissions entesce.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Itemise some of the uses of the colon. Give otlhamples apart from
the oneg/ou have been given to support your answer.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The term ‘Beyond the sentence’ is borrowed frommeel997 and it is
meant to refer to units of language that are biggesize and structure
than the sentence. In most of the earlier unitsgeat with individual

sentences in English. We have also dealt a litild Wormation and

origin of some peculiar words in English. In thisitu we shall move
ahead and talk about sentences and how they ngltteone another,
their well formedness in discourse (that is in owmus speech or
writing) which involves more than a sentence. imgortant to note that
it is not only important for a sentence to be wetined; it should also
flow with other sentences in the group. In otherdso it should fit in

with every other sentence in its environment. Gough the example
below.

Mr James was a good business man. He gave gifts to
children at the school end of tharygarty.
Goats love raw yams. Congratulationsyour newly acquired
Volvo 940.

If you look carefully at the sentences above, eddhem is well formed
but the sentences taken together do not make sdrsey look
disjointed. They cannot form a unified whole. Thegnnot form a
unified whole the way they are except they are ngtem. Go through
the sentences below and see if there is a differdmetween the
sentences in the paragraph above and that below.
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Mr James was a good business man. He gave gifts
to children at the school’s endha year program.
He loves rearing goats for salethay always end
up eating his yam stalks. His fdersent congratulatory
messages to him on his newly aeglifolvo 940.

If you examine the set of sentences above, youdisitover that they
are coherent and intelligible in sequence. The esm@s are

interconnected in meaning and the events in ondesea seem
connected with the next. The sentences refer tos#imee person- Mr
James mentioned in sentence 1. Sentence 2 refpasttof his goodness
by giving gifts to children at the end of the ygarty in his children’s

school. Part of his business acumen is revealegmtence 3 in that he
loves rearing goats for sale. In sentence 4, hgltoa new Volvo 940

for which he was congratulated.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o mention the lexical connective devices for senderannection

) identify the connective devices in any given largpiase

o use them appropriately in the construction of serge and
paragraphs

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Some of the lexical devices that will be discussedhis unit are-
synonymy, antonymy, hyponymy, repetition and caltoans

3.1 Synonymy

This term is used to describe the relationshipirmoflar lexical items or
lexemes. It can be referred to as a relation ofesess of meaning.
Aremo (1997) notes that, for two or more items ® regarded as
synonymous, they do not have to be interchangaabéxery context.
According to him, the following synonym pairsprofoundand deep
finishandend startandbegincan be substituted for each other in:

They all listened with|  deep interest
* fpoond
Let's start the course
begin
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We sha{ finisj(rn the sermext week.
en

They cannot be substituted for each other in -

They all swam across the deep river
profound

Let's start the engine
*begin

We shal| finish the job next \kee
*end

Synonymous items may even differ in their connotgtithat is, in the
emotional associations that are suggested by tl&m.example the
words statesmanand politician though interchangeable, still differ in
their connotation in that some people think thatasdesman is associated
with greater freedom from deceit.

Palmerl966 notes five ways in which words can diffiem one
another:

1. Sets of synonyms which belong to different etitd of the
language e.g. Fall (US) Autumn (Britain).

2. Different degrees of similar situation requiverds that are used
in different styles e.g. a nasty smell, an obnosietfluvium, a
horrible stink Pass away/ die/ pass on/ pop off.

3. Some words may be said to differ only in themotive or
evaluative meaning e.g. politician/statesman haledeal
liberty/ freedom midget /dwarf mountain/ hill.

4. some words are collocationally restricted - ytheccur in
conjunction with other words e.g. rancid — goeshwbutter
addled - goes along with eggs.

5. some words are close in meaning/ their mearongdap e.g.-
mature, adult, ripe, perfect, due, govern, direcgntrol,
determine, require, loose, inexact, free, relaxeague, lax,
unbound.

As a writer, one has to choose the most appropsgt®nym while
writing.A sign in the San Diego zoo wild animal batates-

Please do not annoy, torment, pesteruglamolest,
worry, badger, harry, harass, heckle,gmrt, ink,
bullyrag, vex, disquiet, grate, besethleottease,
nettle, tantalise, or ruffle the animals.
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It has often been said that there are no perfenbrsyms but the
following pair of sentences have very similar megsi

He is sitting on a sofa. / He is sitting on the clou

The degree of semantic similarity between wordseddp to a great
extent on the number of semantic properties theyeshFor example,
sofa and couch refer to the same type of object modt of their
semantic properties.

3.2 Antonyms

This is a relationship of oppositeness in meanihgt like synonyms,
antonyms do not need to be substitutable for e#toér an all contexts.
The following pairs of words are antonyms and canshbstituted in
some cases while they can not be substituted inesother cases.
Please note that these examples are from Aremo. E27/more details
see the reference at the end of this unit.

They can be substituted in -
Itisa long pole.
short

We can| stant the course now.
finis

The man is dead
alive

They sell old newspapers.
buy

They can not in

short
Heisa | *long man.

start
We can *finisly the engine now.
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She told the story of the{ dea man
*aliv

sell
They *buy them the auction.

We become aware of these distinctions in languasge through our
exposure to the language. Just as we do not havecper absolute
synonyms, there are no absolute antonyms as wék [inguistic
context determines the usage and the appropriatengsa word.
Antonyms are of different kinds- complementary, dgale and
relational opposites.

3.2.1 Complementary pairs

Some opposite words are complementary to each othenglish. They
are complementary in the sense that not being-tthat. e.g.

Alive/dead
Present/absent
Awake/asleep

This means that not alive =dead, not dead=alive.

At this point, the question can be asked of thoke,vior one reason or
the other, have become what we call vegetablest iShhey are only
seen to be breathing, they can not do any othegtl8ome might even
be in an unconscious state. Such people, even hhtlugy are not
clinically dead, they are dead to their environmdhtyou are not

present, you are absent. You can not do the twetheg physically.

3.2.2 Gradable antonyms

These kinds of words do not provide an absolutéesééith gradable
antonyms, the negative of one word is not synonywnwith the other.
For example, someone who is not happy is not naggssad. Some
adjectives fall into this category e.g.

Big /bigger /biggest

Hot/ warm /cool /cold
Big /small fast/slow happy/sad
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Gradable antonyms are often found among sets adsmbiat partition a
continuum i.e.

Tiny-small-medium-large—huge- gargantuan
3.2.3 Relational opposites
These are words that are linguistically relatedhat they refer to a
reversal of relationship between a pair of relatechs or kinship terms.
The items in this category are mutually exclusie e
father/mother, brother sister, buy/sell lend/borrovgive/receive,
husband /wife, parent/child, doctor/patient, teadpepil
SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Give the synonyms of the following words:

1. Expensive 4. Abandoned
2. Tradition 5. Scolded
3 advantages 6. Commanded

3.3 Hyponymy

This is a situation where there is a super-orditaten. The general or
super-ordinate term is the larger set that houseother smaller ones.

e.g.
Red, green, yellow, blugtc have their lexical representation as ‘colour’
which is a super-ordinate term.

Lion, tiger, leopard, lynx (animal of the cat fapilvith tufted ears and
a short tail)have their lexical representation as Feline (katlof the cat
family).While writing, you may find out that you ed to use these
words. So a good mastery of these kinds of lexlealces is important.

Sometimes, there is no single word in the langubge encompasses a
set of hyponyms. Thus, clarinet guitar, horn, maampiano, trumpet,

violin are hyponyms because they are ‘musical umsénts’ but there is

no single word meaning ‘musical instrument’ thas llese words as its
hyponyms. The small elements are also referreds tooahyponyms of

the superordinate term. For example, tulip, rogastus are hyponyms
of the term ‘flower’
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3.4 Repetition

Repetitions are often for emphasise. Below is aangte of an
anonymous text with a lot of repetitions and antosy

As a rule, man is a fool

When it is hot, he wants it cool

When it is cool, he wants it hot

Always wanting what is not
Anonymous

The wordswants wanting are repeated to emphasis part of human
nature. ‘When it is----‘is also repeated to lay émmgis on the temporal
aspect of man’s demands. From the text we also lexaenples of
antonyms- i.e. hot/cool which are gradable antonyms

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Write five pairs of words with their relational opgites.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Lexical and grammatical connective devices are wvienportant in
English. As a student of English, you should kntvenh and use them
appropriately. And you can only achieve this thiowgnstant practice
and use of them. This unit deals with the firstt g these devices
where we have been able to go through synonymypngnty,
hyponymy and repetition. Some other lexical conmectlevices and
grammatical connective devices will be dealt withthe next unit.
Please go through the next unit for the remaining pf the topic.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit, you learnt that:

o Lexical connective devices include lexemes or aunt®ords
such as (nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs) evBesse
relations shed light on a reading text

) synonymy can be referred to as a relation of sasseoemeaning

o Antonyms are of different kinds- complementary, dgdale and
relational opposites.

o gradable antonyms do not provide an absolute scale

o relational opposites have items whose categoriesnautually
exclusive

o in complementary pairs, what is present in one ite@bsent in
the other
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o Gradable antonyms are often found among sets oflsvidrat
partition a continuum

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Indicate whether the pairs of words listed below aomplementary,
gradable or relational opposites.

I Good/bad

. Parent offspring
1 Beautiful /ugly
V. False/true

V. Pass/ fall

Vi. Poor/ rich

vii.  Legall illegal
viii.  Asleep/ awake
IX. Husband /wife
X. Fast/slow
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INTRODUCTION

In Module 2 unit 3, we discussed some of the Idxdoanective devices.
In this unit, we shall discuss collocations and sogrammatical

connective devices. You will find some or all oéth useful at one point
in time or the other.

2.0

At the
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end of this unit, you should be able to:

mention the lexical and grammatical connective dewvi for
sentence connection

identify the connective devices in any given largpiase

use them appropriately in the construction of serge and
paragraphs.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Collocations

Collocations are the acceptable co-occurrence xitde items in a

sentence. Lexical items co-occur. Items that rdaladése ways are called
collocates. The units involved depend on each othbkere are two

types of collocations- free collocations and fixadlocations.

3.1.1 Free collocations
With free collocations, items co-occur naturallyg.e

Dog and bark
Fish and swim
Insect and fly
Butter and rancid
Fruit and rotten

These lexical items are free in the sense that she structural words
can be added to them to make meaningful sententeshem. e.g.

Insects flyvery high in the sky.

This butter has goneancid.

Therotten mangofruit was thrown away.

Bring me twobig and foursmall boxegrom the store.
Theriver flowsdown the hill.

With free collocations words naturally go alongiwéiach other.
3.1.2 Fixed collocations

These are otherwise known as idiomatic expressiorsmply idioms.
Examples are-

) a square peg in a round hole (someone occupyingst pot
suited for him)

o a storm in a tea cup ( excitement over a small enptt

o a dog in a manger (someone holding on to sometimagis not

useful to him)
They are fixed in that you can not insert any wordbetween these

fixed collocations. The words are used in the otidewhich they are.
For example you can not say:
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* - a dog in a green manger
* - a storm in a big tea cup
* - a big square peg in a round hole

Some of these idioms have however become clichdshame almost
gone out of use. An example is - kick the buckeictvimeans ‘die’.
Another type of fixed collocations in English arerasal verbs. These
have been discussed in Module 1 unit 2. Where tloeyr in sentences
in English, they appear and function like idiom$ey pass specific
messages across. An example is ‘up the hill' itg the hill task’
meaning that it is a difficult assignment.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Write five examples of sentences with free colloe.
Write five examples of sentences with fixed collomas.

3.2 Grammatical devices for sentence connection

Grammatical devices can be seen in terms of thewolg: conjunction,
ellipsis, substitution, structural parallelism.

3.2.1 Conjunctions

Conjunction can be referred to as the connectioseatences into units
of meaning in discourse. Quirk et al. (1985) ndted conjunctions are
of two types- coordinating and subordinating conjions. Coordinating
conjunctions are known as coordinators while suipatthg
conjunctions are know as subordinators. The thragpmtoordinators
areand,butandor. In the following sentences:

1. We all expected him on the D-Dawt he disappointed us by not
coming.
2. She was physically challenggdthe loved her.

The conjunctiorbut and the conjuncyet express a form of concession
and the fact that the sentences are connected.

Aremo 1997 notes that most of the meaning relatipssexpressed by
the conjuncts are also expressed by one or othénheofcoordinating
conjunctionsand, or, but. Andn particular can express enumeration,
reinforcement, summation, result etc dependinghencontext. Below
are examples of the various ways which the conjon@nd can be used
to express enumeration etc.
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Enumeration

There were two reasons why he preferred the appeimit Its location
was close byAndthe remuneration was good.

Reinforcement

Those were her young daysadthey were her days of glory.
Summation

We walked the beach together, sang choruses ayddlgames. We
even phoned our close friends during the picAind it was a very
refreshing time.

Result

He lifted the iron lid Andthe bees buzzed out in their thousands.
‘Or’ is used for ‘reformulation’ and ‘replacement’. e.g.
Reformulation

She was very tallOr (rather) she was the tallest girl around.
Replacement

You could see your mother aboutQtr you could see the doctor.

‘But’ is used for ‘contrast’ or ‘antithesis’ anddncession’. E.g.
Contrast/antithesis

He looks like a gentle maBut he is a crook to the core.

Concession

He was very lazyBut all the teachers thought that he was one of the
most diligent boys in the school.

‘For’ is a conjunction used to indicate a relatioipsof justification (or
reason/cause) e.g.

The stories all taught the children the need fodhaork. For the ants
in the stories were hard-working.
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The itemsneither, nor and either can also indicate some meaning
relationships indicated bgnd ( e.g. reinforcemerdndresult) They are
however normally used for connecting negative sexds with negative
implications. e.g.

He did not finish the race. neither /nor didwie any prize
He did not win any prize

He did not lift the iron lid. gither/nor did the bees buzz out in their
thousands

The bees did not buzz out in their
thousands either

Please note the following as observed by Aremo 1997

a. With neither or nor there is subject /operatanversion and the
negatornot’is not retained. e.g.
He did not---thiseither
----neitherdid he

b. While neither and nor (likend or but, occur only in the initial
position in their sentence, either occurs onlyhia final position.

C. Neither,nor, or eithermay be combined witandor butto link a
sentence with the preceding one. e.g.

And {neithe]ﬂiid the bees buzz out in their thousands
nor

And the bees did not buzz out in their trzoas.
3.3 Identification

Identification involves the use of certain deterems1to point out the
relationship between certain items that have beentioned earlier in a
sentence. It is used within and across sentenges e.

He gave us the example of a man who travelled éontbon long ago.
According to him, the man came back after threekaweé exploring the
moon.

The determiner ‘the’ in the noun phrase manis co-referential with a
earlier noun phrasea man. The determiners that are used in
identification are the definite articlhe and the demonstrativeshis
lthese, that /those e.g.
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He marrieda womanof honour.That womarwas like a mother to him.

Some of the questions he asked were on povertyiatien. Those
guestions were never answered by the minister.

Identification determinershe'this at times do not occur alone. They
occur with some other pre-modifying items suclsamse very, former,
latter, first, second (or some other numerals in the ordinal series) an
las.t

Using the determiners with items likeame,very has the effect of
emphasising the co reference of their noun phrage e

A man can eat like a glutton this week, next week,

this very
ammay go on three days prayer and
the sam fasting

3.4  Structural parallelism

This device is of value in sentence connection hat tit normally
suggests that there is some meaning relationsbigtrést or similarity)
between sentences with parallel structures.

This device involves giving identical structuresfams to two or more
sentences or parts of the same sentence withisatine sentence:

Bola was taughtio work to prayandto hope.
Across sentences-

The villagershad hopedJagun would be well. Thejad prayedhe
would be willing.

3.5 Substitution

This involves the use of proforms and pronoun pesfees as
replacements for particular words in a sentencangptes of proforms
include- same, so, too, any both, each, neithemesonone etc.
Examples of pronouns are he, him, she her, hersmmmg, we, their,
theirs, them etc. Substitutions prevent repetiiad for details of these,
see Quirk et al 1985The following are just a few examples of the
different parts of a sentence that can be substituAlmost every part
of a sentence can be substituted
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Bola and Tinu went out. They bought sweets and biscuits for their
younger sisters. (The subje8ela and Tinus substituted witid hey)

Feranmisings well Tinu does sdoo.
(whole predicatesings wellin the first sentences substituted byloes
soin the second sentence )

For other examples of parts of a sentence thatbeasubstituted, see
Quirk et al. 1985 and Aremo 1995

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Write three examples of sentences in which sulbstitus demonstrated.

You can give examples of where some other parta sentence is
substituted.

3.6 Ellipsis

Ellipsis is the omission of linguistic items whidtave been realised
elsewhere in the sentence. It is like substitutothat it is used to avoid
repetition. In substitution, the item is replaceg &nother item (i.e

proform) In ellipsis, it is replaced by nothingligsis can also be used
within and across sentences e.g.

He bough one and his wife two.

‘Bought’ used in the first clause has been elliptenm the second
clause i.e

He boughtone and his wif¢bought)two.

Please note that in all the examples of the diffetends of ellipsis
below, the parts in bracket are the ellipted partsu should read the
sentences as if the parts in the brackets arehaoe.t

Ellipsis within nominal parts

Many young (men) and (many) old men prefer that.

He brought us books (on farming) and magazinesoning.

We can send one (boy) or two boys.

Ellipsis within the verbal part

They have caught and dismissed the corrupt official
He was working and was studying at the same time.
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Ellipsis within the adverbial parts

You can go (by) air, (by) sea or (by) land.
He travels to (Lagos) and from Lagos everyday.

Ellipsis within the adjectival parts

He is very rich and (very) happy
We consider him much richer (than the other mad)raore
successful than the other man

4.0 CONCLUSION

The lexical and grammatical devices discussed atralhthat we have
in English. We only dealt with the ones we feel ymed most in your
writings for now. If you still go through some dig references at the
end of this unit and some other grammar texts, witufind more. You
will also notice that we dealt a lot on conjunatsl @onjunctions for the
singular reason that they occur more than moshefother connective
devices. We noted that collocations are the acbépta-occurrence of
lexical items in a sentence and that they are oftiyges- free and fixed.
Conjunctions, ellipsis, substitution and structunaarallelism are
grammatical connective devices which are usefagbiminuous writing.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you learnt that:

o collocations are the acceptable co-occurrencexafdeitems in a
sentence

o there are two types of collocations- free collamagi and fixed
collocations

o fixed collocations are otherwise known as idiomapressions
or simply idioms

o conjunction can be used to connect sentences units of
meaning in  discourse

o ellipsis is the omission of linguistic items whidiave been
realised elsewhere in the sentence

o this involves the use of pro-forms and pronoun grezices as
replacements for particular words in a sentence

o structural parallelismnormally suggests that there is some

meaning relationship (contrast or similarity) betwesentences
with parallel structures.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Conjunction can be referred to as the connectioseatences into units
of meaning in discourse. Write five sentences eddhe various types

of sentence connections we can have with the coatidg conjunctions
and,butandor.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

According to the ABC of academic writing and ABC ef$says, (see
reference at the end of the unit) student essayngrdevelops many of
the skills needed for other forms of academic wgitiA narrative essay
is one of the many different kinds of essay wrisingat students are
expected to engage in while in school and sometoéside of school.

One of the features of essays is originality. Yoeliexpected to develop
the habit of thinking for yourself so that you daa original in thought

and expression. By being original, we mean thadesits think on their

own without the influence of anybody or any materldey can then be
confident enough to express their opinions freglyany matter. For you
to be able to express yourself well in Englishmy target language, you
should be able to think in that target languagewant expressions that
have no language interference or one that has ralnienguage

interference.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the basic features of the narrative essay
o explain the principles of writing narrative essays
o attempt the writing of narrative essays
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Once you have decided to write either for pleasurexam, you should
choose or select an incident worthy of sharing withers or which you
think others will benefit from. You should ask yself if anybody will
find this of any relevance. If the answer to youestion is yes, then you
need to look for ways of making your story realttem by including
details that will sound real to them for their gnjeent and learning.

Some people prefer to write about themselves inaaative essay
probably because it is easier to narrate what hegzbt you better than
what happened to others. By doing this, they cacri®e events vividly

and accurately. Human beings have a lot of expee®they share daily
with each other orally which if written would be aaerful narratives on
paper. One of the reasons we do not have someest tharratives
written down is probably because of laziness, laickme or money to

get them printed for others to read. | have hedrchany unexpressed
feelings, unfinished manuscripts, finished but wi@hed manuscripts
etc some of which our generation could have besgkfitom. You can

become a part of the people who will produce thd set of novels for

the coming generation and the time to start is nBav.get prepared to
write different kinds of essays not only in thistusut in the next three
units as well.

3.1 Principles of writing narrative essays

Once you have chosen the incident, you have toloje\e story line
which indicates the plot, setting, characters mm&k an anticlimax (at
times) and an ending.

3.1.1 The plot

This has to do with the series of incidents formtimg plan of action of a
story, play or poem. You have to decide on theeseof incidents you
want to write about. They could be ten, twentytegh etc. You also
have to order the events. Which one comes firstvainidh one comes
last. It must be ordered in such a way that yod wat contradict
yourself. For example you can not say somebody dieduesday and
then he was seen driving around town the next Fridi is therefore
important for you to know how the events occurred dow they are
related to each other.

3.1.2 The setting

Every narrative must have a setting. That is, thegthe story is set or
reference to specific places that are mentionethén narrative. You
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cannot write without situating your narrative oseelit will look like a
fairy tale that is told by an excited human being.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Think of an incident that happened recently in whyou were involved
in an accident (home or highway) and the seriesvehts that occurred
before the accident occurred. List them in the oafeoccurrence and
write a paragraph each on any two of them. Whayalo think about
them? Give it to a friend to go through and askhisrher opinion.

3.1.3 The Characters

This is another convention of a narrative thattoase followed. If there
are no real characters, you must create them ahke them say what
you want them to say and also achieve what you wearh to achieve.
The characters must have specified names and dmsctihey must also
be able to interact with one another so that tleenth can be properly
understood.

3.1.4 Introduction

There are different ways of introducing a narrati&®me start by
introducing the characters while some people ptabensetting so as to
properly situate the narrative. What is importanthiat it should be done
in such a way that will prompt the reader to berested and continue
reading. The introduction often gives the backgmbunformation which
can help the reader to have a better understamditige narrative. If the
introduction is not interesting or challenging ts&in the interest of the
reader, the book or narrative piece could be abh@dior put aside until
an opportune time when the reader feels he hasgénspare time for
such novels. Below is an example

WINTER IN LONDON can be rather unfrity,
especially from the view point of adalie aged African
immigrant who had had the privilegegodwing up in
a land that knew no winter. Winter wias season of nostalgia,
the time to assess the wisdom of geaturing out of home
in the first place to a far away latids the time when the
trees are stripped of their plumes r@mdiered stark naked.
Faces of men and women are squeegethier, making it hard
for the teeth to catch a glimpse ef daylight.
( From The Minister's Mother’s official car by Ketde A.
Ayoola p.1)

The writer sets the pace by describing what wiltteks like in London-
from a psychological point of view, the physicabtetrees and plants, in
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the environment and even people’s countenances rdéder already
has an idea of what to expect.

3.1.5 The body of the narrative

This is equally important and this is presentegamagraphs. A short
narrative could have about five paragraphs inclydime introduction
and the conclusion. A long narrative could haverasy as possible
depending on how the paragraphs could be divideob@k on narrative
story could then be seen not only in terms of tamgraphs alone but
the pages. You should write in such a way that wowld be able to
sustain the interest of your reader. Make youratemm vivid by using
the appropriate language and connective devicegeket sentences and
paragraphs. Do not contradict yourself in your agon. Some people
are so good at giving attention to details in rnares that you can
almost see the mental picture of the individualttee situation being
described. As a narrator, you should know how toneat events,
people and places in such a way that will sustaéndttention of your
reader. You should also write in such a way thatrdader will get the
essence of what you are trying to present.

3.1.6 The climax and ending

There should be a climax and an ending in any tiaeraThere will

definitely be an introduction which has been diseds Your story
should not be flat. There should be some elemeintigpense which
would lead to a climax and an ending depending lwn theme. A
narrative could simply be for entertainment. It eleghs on the motive of
the writer. He could just have the intention ofitg@k people’s minds
away from the busy frustrations of the day by pnésg something that
will make them laugh. At times however, the writelay want to

instruct, give advice, or help people to be awdrsomething important
in the world around them. A narrative could aésul by presenting a
moral lesson which every reader or listener carrnlelom. The

concluding paragraph is very important becauseithtdte reader’s last
contact with the narrative. That is where the wrliags all the major
activities of the characters to a close. Go thhodige part of the
concluding paragraph of the extract that started Winter in London-

Many who seek their fortune in foreign lands
end up sweeping, sweeping and sweepitig un
they twist their spines. They wash, wastl wash
until their hands get coarse. If you ddoglieve
me, when next someone returns from abrsizake
hands with them and you will know thagythave
not been dining with Her Majesty at Bugikiam Palace.
( From The Minister’'s Mother’s official cayliKehinde A. Ayoola)
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From this conclusion, you will notice that the writhas a lesson for
readers to learn and this he makes clear in hislgdimg paragraphs.

3.2 Narrative technique

Once you have chosen the incident, the involveroéntaders in the
story is important. You should try and make thedezaa part of the
story by carrying him/her along. You can even ratzean incident or
the circumstances surrounding an incident andthellstory in another
interesting way. You should also be able to thinkow some
generalisations in human experiences or endeavioar the story
supports so that the reader can find himself is generalisation. For
example, the general belief that hard work is pabfe while laziness
tends to poverty. The events in the story mustarefally selected and
explained.

In narratives, if the first person narrative tecjua is used i.e ‘I', it
draws the reader closer to share in an intimateudson. Narration is a
technique that you have to develop as a writer yond should make
your narration lively. You should also vary youylstso that you will
not bore your reader. Avoid unnecessary mannerisnspeech and
writing. For example, there is an expression whicany university
graduates use now which is uncalled for in mostegadt is the
expression- ‘as in’. In most of the cases | havardhéhe expression
used, it has been uncalled for. This kind of maisnercan make your
write up boring. The third person singular or plurae ‘he’ ‘she’ or
‘they’ can also be used in narratives. Even thougbuts a distance
between the narrator and the narrative it nevertisetnables the reader
to identify minimally or maximally with the narrag.

Below is another example of a narrative passage

Richard laughed at the jokes. Hdttoo not to drift
throughout the conversations, nahtow how awkward
he felt. He preferred talking te thomen, although
he had learned not to spend tog leith a particular woman
or Susan would throw a glass awth# when they got home
He was baffled the first time ifppened. He had spent
a short time talking to Clovis Baitrabout her brother’s
life as a District CommissionerEnugu years ago and
afterwards, Susan was silent dutiregdrive back in her
chauffeur- driven car.

(from Half of a Yellow Suby Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie p56)

In this narrative, the third person singular isduséhe names of some

individuals are also mentioned. You will notice ttHfeom this short
paragraph, you have been informed about Susan’pet@ment. As a
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writer, you can introduce your characters in ddfdgrways to get your
reader acquainted them and the situations arowsrd.tBuilding up the
essay paragraph by paragraph will form a unifiedol@hand an
interesting piece.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this unit, we have been able to go through hesags are written in
general and in particular we have highlighted safthe principles of

narrative essays. We have tried not to allow yowed used to full

sample essays because most students then pateredbays after such
essays thinking it is the only model. We want youné able to think on
your own and be creative. Remember that we said sfwauld be

original. That is why in this unit and the remamitihree units, we shall
try to give samples of sections of the differenhdd of essays.
Remember that you need to sustain the interestwf yeader and do not
forget all the linking expressions you wee taughthe previous units.
We took time to go through them so that you wilnember to use
them. This is the time to put into practice allttlyau have learnt in

modules 1 and 2.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit you learnt that:

o a narrative essay is one of the many different «kinfl essay
writings that students engage in while in school.
o one of the features of essays is originality.

) you are expected to develop the habit of thinkimgyourself so
that you can be original in thought and expression

° the plot has to do with the series of incidentsriog the plan of
action of a story, play or poem.

o the setting has to do with reference to speciface$ that are
mentioned in the narrative.

o the characters must have specified names and dmscti

. in narratives, the first person narrative techniqae be used i.e
‘I and this draws the reader closer to share ini@atimate
discussion

. you should think about some generalisations in huma

experiences or endeavour that the story supportshab the
reader can find himself in this generalisation.

o 9. usually, a narrative ends by presenting a magasdn
which every reader or listener can learn from.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

Your younger brother or sister's naming ceremonys \wawhole day

affair in your house the day it was held. In fattas not held on the
eight day which was the usual practice because f@wathings that

happened before the birth of the child and afterNarrate what

happened throughout the naming ceremony to yossglates. (Write it
down, you can then narrate it to your classmateékarpresence of your
tutorial instructor who will award marks).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the ways in which you can get involved inatvirou are writing
and also get your readers involved is to vividlysadée the people,
places, things, experiences and situations in yoiing. The ability to
describe is a universal value of good writing (N&sBtacey (1997). By
all means, a detailed description is better thageaeral one. People
usually prefer the concrete to the abstract. Wheeaaler is able to
visualise what the writer is trying to say througlvid descriptive
devices, the reader understands better and idesntifore with the work.

Not all writings demand colourful description, fekample- scientific
reports do notWhatever means of description you employ depends on
the purpose of the writing. Nash & Stacey (1997)18@mmarise what
readers do to most texts in the following extract-

A reader assumes a passive receptive role. He loks
the picture, audits the lecture, ate¢he revelation,
beholds the scene, suspends dispahefadmits
into his consciousness this worldvhger has made
as the only world there is.

According to Nash & Stacey (1997), lively descaops of people,
places and things endow your text with energy dre tinvolve the
reader in your meaning. Your ability to describeaisvay of making
something look, sound, smell, taste, hear, feddemome more of what
you want it to be. Description makes your writingemorable and
appealing to whoever is going through it.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o identify the basic features of a descriptive pieteriting
o explain the principles of writing descriptive essay
o attempt the writing of descriptive essays.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

For you to practice the art of description, you éndawe be involved
yourself. Section 3.1 presents an instance of insiyie description. Go
through the example from Nash & Stacey (1997:182he next section.

3.1 Formal and thematic purposes of fictional desiption
Below is a descriptive text.

At almost one O’clock | entered the lobby of thelding where |

worked and turned towards the escalators, carrgndlack

Penguin paperback and a small white CVS bag, cesipe stapled
over the top. The escalators rose toward the merawhere
my office was. They were the free-standing kindpar of

integral signs swooping upward between the two rflothey

served without struts or piers to bear ay intermedweight. On
sunny days like this one, a temporary, steeper lascaof

daylight formed by intersections of the lobby’s &rmg volumes
of marble and glass, met the real escalators jbswe their
middle point, spreading into a needy area of skwhere it fell

against their brushed-steel side panels, and addimg glossy
highlights to each of the black rubber handrailscwhvavered
slightly as the handrails slid on their tracksgelithe radians of
black luster that ride the undulating outer edgarot.P.

(Nash & Stacey (19%82)

As the first paragraph of a novel, its main purpeséo establish the
scene for the story. In this paragraph, a pladeseribed. A man enters
the building after lunch hour and he is carryingneahings.

3.1.1 Close observation

For you to be able to describe adequately, you meeshgage in close
observation and be able to identify and name tiegshthat you see,
their placement or position where they are pladémi can do this by
closing your eyes and with your mind eye imagineiyou see or what
you used to see. Document the result of your mirjdigrney. If
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possible, then go to the place and see things @dlsiand document
them again. In this way you have two lists whichl Wwe useful later
when you want to write.

3.1.2 Close selection

Apart from the fact that you need to observe clpgel also have to do
a close selection of the things you see and the goe want to name
and bring to focus so that they can match youratiag action. If you
do not do this you may over do things. You can passibly name
everything you see. The reader would have to usk imagination to
fill in the gaps in the world of the story or evdrging described. There
is a relationship between descriptive detail andati@e action and they
must fit one another. Fiction writers build a wotltht is close to the
social world in which we live and the sensory inmgee the tools they
use in building this world. Description of the sesnand actions are
given but the description should not be done irhsaiavay that it will
overpower the action except it is required by tiene. What people do
and say in the imagined world is what sustainsimerest.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Can you imagine where your workplace or facultylsthere any main
entrance to the place? Is there a particular do@eb of doors you go
through before getting to your office or Facultyicd? Are there any
remarkable things there you never bothered youtsdtiok closely at as
regards some specific details? Choose that plaeayother place you
think you want to describe, try to go through iugmind’s eye. As you
come into the place, list the objects you see eitheour left or to your
right, in front of you etc. then try to select thiees you think are worthy
of note and attempt a description of that place yamdwill be surprised
at the information you have on paper which you hageer bothered
yourself about.

3.1.3 Formulate an impression

Just imagine that you now have the list of thingtha entrance of your
faculty as you were asked to do in the exercise@bDecide on a point
of view- that is- do you want to imagine yoursetfity the action or
someone else? It would either be ‘I' or he /she Ei@ving a point of
view or creating one will make you actively panpiaie in the story or
narrative yourself. You must discover and createimpression. The
impressions will be what you feel about a persorewent or situation.
You must examine yourself on why you think the way do through
the impression you have created. Your impressioll gaide the

selection of the details you include in the nawatiThe details must

92



ENG 223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION

then fit into the plot of the story. Do you knowathf you believe that
the entrance of your faculty is beautiful, you vafeate that impression
with the way you describe the details.

3.1.4 Practise free writing

Writing is a way of expressing yourself. And onetlod types of writing

that is common among students is free writing. Whamnportant is for

the ideas to flow and as long as you keep on wgitwvhatever is wrong
in your writing can always be corrected. Let usgma that you want to
write on the entrance of your faculty as we mergtrearlier. You

already have the list with you and you have alsoegihrough the place
again to reconfirm your mind selection. You camtiséart by trying to

put something on paper. Many students ask thensétosv am | going

to start? Just start any how. Put your pen or pemcipaper and start
writing. Look up at the title and write somethingpu may discover that
you have cancelled a lot of things and that thekwsrrough. Do not

mind the mistakes. The advantage of this type aingris that you are

alone and nobody sees those mistakes. After yoe Isavibbled for

some time, stop and go over what you have writien.to correct them

if you can at that point in time or you can sleegrav and then try to see
how you can correct the paragraph or page. If wkunaost writers, they
will tell you about this experience of theirs anowhthey got over it.

The approach you have been told is at best gootbfy story writers

who are not under any examination pressure.

As a student writing a descriptive essay in an emation, what takes
the place of free writing is concentrated thoudrgscription is used to
create worlds for creative writing, literary joulmapersonal letters,
stories and plays, travel accounts, poetry and niemim some other
expository or stricter forms of academic writinggiters do not try to

create independent scenes, situations or worldslestriptive essays,
you have to involve your readers as you explore ttpmc through

naming and detailing of events, people and places.

For classroom exercises which are meant to be s$tdahimmediately
or during examinations, you have to take time quéferably seven to
eight minutes to think and just organise your thdsgYou just do not
pick up your biro and start writing without doingmse free thinking
about the topic and how to go about it. You justipead and use words
to describe your observations.

In descriptive essays, we use words to convey vgoabething, or
someone, a situation, an incident is like. Desogha thing is different
from when you are evaluating. You are not arguimgerpreting or
evaluating (judging). In descriptive essays, thsra lot of explanation
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of facts presented on things seen. Essays caniddoshe descriptive
when they present facts and ideas with little argoinor interpretation.
Below is an example fronHalf of a Yellow Surnby Chimamanda
Adichie-

His aunty walked faster, his slipperaking slap-slap

sounds that echoed in the silent stkégwu wondered

if she too could feel the coal tartiget hotter underneath,
through her thin soles.------ . He snselmething sweet,

as they walked into a compound and suas it came from

the white flowers clustered on thehmssat the entrance.

The bushes were shaped like slendk. fiihe lawn glistened,
butterflies hovered around.

In the text above, you will notice that it is thetians of human beings
that are described in the first part of the panglgraot a location, while
some plants were described in the later part. Hmgtive point of view
Is basically the third person singular- ‘he’ alomigh the invisible ‘they’
Describing the lawns further would bring in ‘it’ agpoint of view.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this chapter, we have talked about the deseeptiethod of writing
essays. There is a common saying that —‘if you givean a piece of
fish, he will still be hungry but if you teach hingr to fish, he will never
be hungry because you have shown him/her a medivglidfiood’. That
Is why most of what has been described here isede@awards making
you know how to write these essays and not givimg samples to cram.
Once you know the principles involved, you can alsvéace any topic
no matter how challenging. For you to be able @ giivid descriptions,
you have to be observant and form the habit ofngivattention to
details. You have to create an impression by getiinpoint of view
through which the narration will be done. Free wgthelps you to start
off if you are scared of where to start and freekimg for examinations
and class assignments will help you organise ytwught before
putting them on paper.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit you learnt that:

o you should vividly describe the people, places,ndhj
experiences, situations in your writing.

o for you to practice the art of description, you éaw be involved
yourself
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o engage in close observation and be able to ideatilyname the
things that you see, their placement or positiorenehthey are
placed

) for you to be able to describe adequately, you neezhgage in

close observation and be able to identify and néraehings that
you see, their placement or position where theykreed

) do a close selection of the things you see andmties you want
to name and bring to focus so that they can matcin garrative
action

o having a point of view or creating one will makeuyactively
participate in the story or narrative yourself

o practise free writing whichs a way of expressing yourself

o description is used to create worlds for creativiing- such as

literary journals, personal letters, stories andiyp] travel
accounts poetry and memoirs

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Describe what you saw on a recent journey you nfiahe your village
to the city in your country.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In persuasive or argumentative essays, we tryotovince others to
agree with our opinions and facts, and share oluresa For you to be
able to convince another person, you need to know yacts and be
able to present them convincingly enough. You havbe sure of the
facts by making sure your sources are correct anfiable. You should
remember that since you are writing, many peoplé see your work
and that is why you need to be sure your factsramder or else you
will not be able to convince anybody. You will ongnd up being
frustrated by the time people start dismantling W@ think you have
built up.

Unlike narratives and descriptive essays whichlmibased on fiction,
argumentative writings are hooked on facts. Yoasoming must sound
logical to the human mind and your motive achiegabl

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

o explain what argumentative essays are
o identify some of the strategies for writing argunative essays
o use some of these strategies for writing sectidr@gumentative

essays for class presentation or take home assigame

97



ENG 223 MODULE 3

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Some of the strategies discussed here are thosdéifield by study
guides and strategies (see reference at the endhisf unit) In

argumentative essays, we try as much as possildentance people to
adopt our way of thinking. You can use the follogviguidelines while
writing.

3.1 Research

It is important that you do some fact finding wank whatever topic you
choose. Decide on the facts or the points you wanpresent, their
number and how you want to arrange them. This gmant because
your style of presentation matters a lot. Some [gespart by giving
heart provoking questions to the audience or resad&ar example, you
can have questions such as-

Ladies and gentlemen, why do you think we have temispower
failure?

Why are our roads as bad as they are?

Why can we not feed our families with balancedsfiet

These are thought-provoking questions that bordepeople’s welfare
and which are likely to draw the attention of teader or the listener to
the topic. If the arguments that follow these questare well managed,
the speaker is likely to convince the audienceisthbr side. For you to
make convincing statements on a topic that bordershe questions
above, you need to research into some of the caafspswer failure,
problems of food production in the country, roadnagement in the
country etc.

Some people, on the other hand, start with somsiaits while some
others just go straight to the topic, declare tis&nd on the issue and
give reasons for their arguments. Some people widrtpleasant jokes
while some start on a level ground emotionally @men build up to
elicit the interest, concern and compassion ofatlidience. You have to
think about possible emotions/ emotional reactiemd use them in your
discussion of the topic.

3.2 Introduction

Introductions are very important because they ginesreader the first
impression of the write up. Bill Daly, (1997) infiting introductions to
argumentative essays (see reference at the enlteafirtit) notes that
there are four parts of an introduction- It introds the topic, states why
the topic is important, states the differences mihion about the topic
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and describes how the assignment will be structed what the
writer’s stand is. All these should be orderedmnintroduction.

3.2.1 Ordering sentences in an introduction

In an introduction, sentences should be ordereslgh a way that the
writer’s line of argument or position is clear. Belis an example of an
ordered introduction from the model essay on MaRaeks by Bill Daly
( see reference at the end of the unit)-

The issue of whether we should allow maparks to stay

open has been widely debated in our confiynvecently.

It is an important issue because it comcéundamental

moral and economic questions about theweause our native
wildlife. A variety of different argumehave been put forward
about this issue. This essay will consatguments for having
marine parks and point to some of thédj@ms with these views.
It will then put forward reasons for tilroduction of laws
which prohibit these unnecessary andlensétutions.

You must make sure that as a writer, your introoiycsentences are not
haphazard. Write in such a way that the reader gllencouraged to
continue reading your work. The first sentencehméxample above is a
general opinion on what people’s feelings are am ifsue of marine

parks and the writer then zeros in on his/her otands in the last

sentence.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 1

The sentences below are from Bill Daly’s writings argumentative

essays (see reference at the end of this unitfol'put the sentences in
the correct order. They make up the introductionaaf article on

whether Australia should become a repubilic.

I As a result, the issue is a very controversial ame has attracted
a lot of debate.

. It will then put forward a number of reasons why skalia
should change to a republican form of government.

iii. The question of whether we maintain the monarchoismerely
a legal detail but is intrinsically linked to theaywwe perceive
ourselves as a distinct nation of people with s odentity and
culture.

Iv. Since the time of federation, Australia has beaomstitutional
monarchy with the Queen of the United Kingdom ashitad of
state.
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V. This essay will consider some of the argumentsnfamtaining
the monarch as head of state and will outline sahehe
problems with this position.

Vi. However, today many Australians are questioning thdrethis
form of government is still relevant or appropricd@d are
suggesting that we move towards the establishnfentepublic.

3.3 Paragraph flow

It is important that as you develop your paragraghsre must be
paragraph flow. This is where you have to make aeisé¢ransitional
words that you learnt in the earlier units- howevar addition,
nevertheless etc. You should be able to quote eswtinformation to
support your argument and establish authority fdratwyou have
written. As much as possible, you should make gwatyour arguments
are logical and sensible. Try as much as possibletm contradict
yourself or else, the purpose of writing an argutaigve essay will be
defeated. There could be as many paragraphs asamiudepending on
the purpose for which the essay is written. Ifsitai class essay, it may
not be more than five or six and this includes ititeoduction and the
conclusion. But if you are contributing to a newsgaarticle it could be
more than that.

3.4 Summary

This is a very important aspect of the essay. Wdrdtie essay is written
or presented orally, summarising the major poistamportant. If a
writer has presented a number of points, the reawsr forget some of
them. If the major points are not summarised toimdrthe reader of the
salient points you have advanced to support yoguraent, the reader
may forget. While writing the summary, you needdéer to the initial
paragraphs and the main points. Your conclusionlsh@state the main
ideas and emphasise the importance of the arguments

3.5 Editing

This is an important aspect of any essay writingjast argumentative
essays. You need to go over your work and makenatlessary
corrections before you submit. There could havenlmesissions- that is
some points or ideas you wanted to include which jargot while

writing. On the other hand, there could be somentsoihich you

included at a point but which you found unnecessénen you went
over again. There could also be punctuation anllispenistakes which
if uncorrected could mar the presentation or essay.

100



ENG 223 ADVANCED ENGLISH COMPOSITION

The advent of computers has however made editisy bacause it is
just a question of deleting and re-writing. Aftesuyhave edited your
essay, go over the whole essay again to be surgdbaideas are well
presented. If it is nod class assignment where every one is expected to
present their work individually, you could give yoessay to a friend to

go through for you. Ask for their comments. If thes any form of
criticism, check your facts again before you subyuiir work.

3.6 Conclusion of the essay

Conclusions are as important as introductions. ddreclusion is aimed
at informing the reader that you have come to the ef your
presentation and that you have covered all the itapb points. Some
writers try to highlight these important points inthe
summary/conclusion so as to remind the reader @fwthter’s line of
argument. The conclusion must be carefully writhe@cause this is the
last part of your essay that the readers will caomeontact with and it
will make a lasting impression on them. Below is e@ample of the
conclusion from the model essay on marine parkseeesrded by Bill
Daly (1997)

In conclusion, these parks shouldlbsed, or at the
very least, no new animals shoulddetured for marine
parks in the future. Our society aslonger prepared

to tolerate unnecessary cruelty tonais for

science and entertainment. If we oo with our past
crimes against these creatures webe@itemembered
as cruel and inhuman by the genemata the future.

In your conclusion, you need to restate your ovde if the argument
which you have presented strongly in your essayu ¥ts0 need to
include two or three sentences which give a germraimary of your
side of the argument. You can also provide inforomaton the
consequences of not heading your advice and whathily stands to
gain if people identify with your stand on the issu

Sentences can also be ordered in a conclusion e gi logical
presentation to the concluding part of the argum¥ou should try to
order the sentences in your conclusion so thareader can make up
his/her mind on what decisions to take as regacdsing or rejecting
your line of argument

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISES 2
Below are some sentences that make up the congluyaant of an

argumentative essay. Re-arrange them in an acdepsada logical
order. These sentences are taken from Bill Dalyf897) sample
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sentences of a concluding paragraph of an arguthentassay. (see
reference at the end of the unit).

a. If we fail to meet our obligations in this area, well be
sacrificing our present and future well-being ehgin order to
appease out dated notions of family life and taea@hshort-term
financial savings.

b. In conclusion, it is essential that we supportrihéon’s parents
and children by funding more childcare places.
C. Only in this way can we provide the valuable leagni

environments that young Australians need whilethat same
time, utilising the skills of all productive memisesf our society.

d. The entire community will then be enriched econaihg
socially and culturally.

After rearranging the sentences, read them oubto glassmates and
find out if you all got the gist of what the consion is all about.

4.0 CONCLUSION

In this work, we have been able to highlight what aagumentative
essay is and what the main components are. Argatnentessays are
meant to persuade and convince the reader to agmept line of
reasoning. Researching the topic is important eEeawou need strong
points to convince your reader to change his/heniop about a
particular topic or opinion. The introduction aine tconcluding sections
are very important as they introduce the readeheotopic and remind
the reader of the essential points at the endeoésisay.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, you learnt that:

o for you to be able to convince another person, yeed to know
your facts and be able to present them convinciagbugh.

o in persuasive or argumentative essays, we try mwinoe others
to agree with our opinions and/or facts, and sbarevalues.

) you have to be sure of the facts by making sure gources are
correct and verifiable.

o it is important that you do some fact finding warkk whatever
topic you choose.

) in an introduction, sentences should be orderedich a way that
the writer’s line of argument and position are clea

o you must make sure that as a writer, your introghycsentences

are not haphazard.
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o it is important that as you develop your paragrafiere must be
paragraph flow.

o whether the essay is written or presented oralinrearising the
major points is important.

o the conclusion must be carefully written because #hthe last

part of your essay that the readers will come intact with and
it will make a lasting impression on them.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Do you believe that human beings are born equal?

Write an essay either in support or against thencldhe length of the
essay should be about five hundred words. Whiliengg do not give to
a friend as all of you will be writing on the topiEdit it yourself and
submit to your tutorial instructor.
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UNIT 5 EXPOSITORY ESSAYS

Composition can be many things; a libargla loner’s
sullen craft, a parliament of one, butarea matter of
regulations handed down from above. Eveictatorship;
nor yet an anarchy, for there are sontesrafter all-but
they are such governing principles agjinerned

must discover for themselves, in a fregety of writing.
(Nash and Stancey 1997:182)

Starts with life; makes a text; then as®on literally,
a second seeing; an afterthought erasange but not
all of the original while writing sometig new over the
first layer of text

(Gore Vidal, Palimpsest, in Nash arac8y (1997)

In this unit, we shall discuss expository essay&kviare another form
of writing which you may be required to do as avensity student. You
need to be versed in writing different kinds ofasssbecause of both
current academic challenges and future societaa®pons of a person
of your calibre. Much is expected of you in thedab market and
socially as a citizen of any community. The typeesfay described in
this unit is such that require in-depth information
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

An expository essay is any type of essay or writihgt is used to
describe, explain or inform the reader on a spedaifiparticular aspect
of a topic. This is common in the sciences and hbmanities. The
student may be required to give in-depth informato demonstrate in-
depth knowledge of the circumstances surroundipgréicular thing or
situation. In other words, the writer is expectedbting to the fore some
verifiable facts on the topic to be discussed. ®edoe the objectives of
the unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

° explain what expository essays are
o identify some of the strategies for writing exposjtessays
) use some of these strategies in writing sectiongxpository

essays for class presentation or take- home asseigism
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Some of the strategies for writing expository essdlyat will be
discussed in this unit are similar in some waysdme of the ones that
have been discussed in some of the earlier unitsbBcause repetition
makes for emphasis, we shall still mention some¢hem in this unit.
Below are some of the steps we need to take whalenpg to write an
expository essay.

3.1 Choosing a topic

Before you can say you want to write, you must hagd a topic in
mind. In regular classroom situations, studentsustelly given topics
to write on. But occasionally, students are allowedhoose a topic of
their own. Once you have a topic, you have to sthéytopic very well
so that you will know if it requires a short resperor a long one. This
information is important because your lecturer rhayexpecting a long
essay from you while you think it is a short oneu¥Ymay loose marks if
you do not write up to the required length becatseould mean you
have not fully discussed some essential pointhéndssay. In such a
situation you have not met the expectations of yeaturer. You must
be sure of what is expected of you in terms of ye$sagth so that the
topic can be well discussed. Your topic should alsbbe too narrow as
this will make it difficult for you to get enoughadts for the specific
length of essay. In your choice of topic selectipmu must make sure
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you choose a topic that is big enough to be diszlbsit narrow enough
to be managed e.g.

1. The disappearance and reappearance of groupgramids in
Northern Nigeria: the need for a reappraisal.

2. The use of firewood for local combustion in &lig- a point to
consider.

3. Empowering women through small scale businessd$igeria-
the way forward.

4, Normal and excessive use of drugs.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Imagine that you are in a school where majorityhaf students smoke
and take hard drugs. Many of them misbehave irs@dasl are rude to
their tutorial instructors, insulting and quarnedi with other students
while some do not attend lectures at all. The schathority does not
like these kinds of behaviour and has thereforedsfou to write an
expository essay on the topic - ‘Normal and exeaessse of drugs’.

How will you start?

What are some of the research work you need to do?
What reference materials will you consult?

How will you order your points?

3.2 Developmental pattern writing

In the article on writing excellent expository egsaguidelines and tips
by custompapers.com (see full reference at theoéride unit), a few

steps are highlighted on the kind of developmepédterns that can be
adopted while writing expository essays. In thistism, some of these
tips will be discussed.

3.2.1 Definition

You may have to define some terms in your attengptwtite an
expository essay. For example, writing an expogiggsay on a topic
such as ‘Reminiscences on the Nigerian Civil WarTde Oil Industry
in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria' require yogiving definitions or
explanation of terms such as — reminiscences, indusiger Delta etc.
You may wonder why you need to define or explairaiyou mean by
Niger Delta when it is so clear to everyone hetge @&nswer is simple.
If your work is going on the net, not every bodyoiws where Niger
Delta is, so you have to explain and also inditlelocation. This will
make your discussion of the topic interesting vigitd realistic. You
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may need to give examples of some of the thingsmgeation so that
your illustrations can be clear to the reader.

3.2.2 Cause and effect

In a developmental pattern you may need to illestthe connection
between events or how one event is dependent aimexnor how one
event is as a result of a previous one. Do notefotgat you need to
substantiate your points at any point in time. Youst not be found to
be giving wrong claims. Remember that if your vagtiis made public,
someone else can quote you or refer to somethingsga later on or
some years to come. And you would not want to srepresented.

3.2.3 Classification

You may need to do some classification while wgtithe essay. For
example, you may have to classify the effect ofateractions taken by
the Federal government during the civil war to dedao determine
whether they were positive, negative, profitablegvaktating or
necessary. This may involve listing some observedsdeltant effects of
some decisions taken. But you have to be carefultattis. Expository
essays are revealing so you must be careful nointalown individuals.
You can use expressions that are not absolutes wiberare not too
sure. You can use expressions such @®bably---, unconfirmed
sources--, an eyewitness’ account---.But where you are absolutely
sure of your claim and you have substantiated facthe issue, you can
refer to such while writing.

3.2.4 Compare and contrast

You may need to do some form of comparative workiraes. As a
writer may have to examine the basic differencdsvéen the actions
taken and actions not taken at times. You can dwoesdorm of
comparison or a critical analysis of the topic wems or situations.

3.3 Organisation

This has to do with the arrangement of the work agole, the number
of paragraphs, the points to discuss, the arrangeofethe points etc.
You have to decide on the number of paragraphswant but this also
has to do with how long the essay is. Most scheshgs have about five
paragraphs whereas some higher institution essayd be up to seven
or eight including the introduction and the summaltithe points you

want to consider are many, you then have one inttady paragraph, a
body of paragraphs and a concluding paragraph. &wmuld discuss
each major division of your work appropriately amdearly in
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paragraphs so that the reader would be able torstadel what you are
talking about and follow your line of reasoning.

3.4 Research Work

Most students start writing essays without tryingind out something
about the topic. You need to research on the tgpic want to write
about. You may have to find out about the origimatord, the meaning
of a concept, the usefulness of an object, ideacamcept etc.
Researching a topic always enriches your work. Bxpo essays in
particular are meant to dig out facts about a sdnaor thing and since
you are not an encyclopaedia, you cannot know éveiy. You need to
consult books, dictionaries, encyclopaedias, imkeretc as resource
materials. The internet in particular is a veryuaddle resource material
which you can consult on any area of study. But emmer to
acknowledge your source of information. That ishib# mark of a good
academic. If however, you find it difficult to gejood reference
materials, you have to take time to think on thgidaand go through
some local newspapers and magazines peradventureilydind some
useful information on the topic.

Just to give you an idea of how to construct yoemtsnces in an
expository essay, below is an extract on the dhuctory section of a
write up titled ‘Failure of state administrationy Bamidele Ayo in his
book Public Administration and the Conduct of Communitifairs
Among the Yoruba in Nigeria

One way of measuring the success or failure gégunents in modern
societies is to assess how far such governments gieveloping or
failing to develop the conditions for satisfyinge tbasic needs of the
people they govern. -----------

The form of governance in Africa is largely cengad. This manifests
itself not only in the political and administrativealms, but also in the
allocation, distribution and utilization of humafmancial, and material

resources. National governments have also intrutedne way or the

other, in the activities of non-governmental orgations (NGOSs),

including religious organizations. All efforts tceckntralize decision
making power, and allocation and distribution ofoarces, have been
frustrated by central governments in Africa.

State control of national resources and monopolydedision making
power has retarded socioeconomic development (Ajleddost of
Africa’s population live below the poverty line. pArvasive intervention
of the state in the management of national ecomnormethe post-
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independence African states remains the sourcaetragedies which
contemporary Africa is forced to live with ( Musad\3-5).

Yet many social scientists drawn from Africa angl wWestern countries
have influenced and supported this centralized appin to governance
and social and economic development in Africa. Sofrteese authors
include Aboyade, Apter, Esman, Huntington, and Naibge (1980).

We shall return to this point later in this chapter

At the same time, there is a good number of otbleolars from other
disciplines, especially the broader humanities, wWhwe challenged this
approach. These scholars see parallels to thisraénéd approach to
constituting order in autocratic and exploitativegimes and in the
pathologies of the Ancient Regime in France. SohtBeonoble critics
of autocratic regimes in Africa (civilian and mdity regimes) include
Wole Soyinka, Chinua Achebe, James Ngugi, Mongip Bletxander
Biyidiaka, Camera Lye, and Jack Mapanje, to menjish a few. These
and other critics have through their literary wngs launched persistent
attacks on the autocratic regimes in Africa.

(FromPublic Administration and the Conduct of Commu#itiairs BY
S. Bamidele Ayo, PhD)

You will notice that the writer of the text aboveade reference to many
scholars to substantiate his /her points abougthernance in Africa.
This is just the introductory part of the essay.eThriter quoted
authorities who have worked in this area of stuldy@ with the dates
their works were published. He even referred toesoimthem asnoble
critics.

All these are important in an expository kind okag It is a more
serious essay than the argumentative essay. Ydunuotice that we

started from the narrative which is light, then, descriptive which

requires a lot of your attention, then, to arguragm¢ which also

requires your getting facts to support your poihview and lastly to

expository which is a serious form of writing whiokeds documented
facts at times. Not all of life would be on thehignood all the time; a
few things could need some form of seriousness simgally. As a

result, you should get prepared for all forms oitinmgs any time.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
Mention some of the resource materials you neec a@opic such as

‘Foreign investment in Nigeria: a necessary step fational
development'.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

An expository essay is any type of essay or writihgt is used to
describe, explain or inform the reader on a spedaifiparticular aspect
of a topic.In this work, we have been able to discuss somé¢hef
strategies for writing expository essays. Your ¢comiust be big enough
to be discussed and narrow enough to be managextaRfing the
topic and doing some form of classification of ttentent is important
In writing expository essays. At one point in timethe other you may
be required to dig out some facts about a situatiod present in
writing. At such a time, some of the points thatdnaeen highlighted in
this unit may come in handy.

5.0 SUMMARY
In this unit you have learnt that:
o an expository essay is any type of essay or writiag is used to

describe, explain or inform the reader on a spedifiparticular
aspect of a topic.

o once you have a topic, you have to study the tepry well so
that you will know if it requires a short resporsea long one.
o organisation has to do with the arrangement ofviloek as a

whole, the number of paragraphs, the points tougsc the
arrangement of the points.

o you need to research on the topic you want to \abi@ut

o expository essays in particular are meant to digfacts about a
situation or thing.

o you may need to consult books, dictionaries, empadias,

internet etc as resource materials.
6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Look at the essay topic under your Self Assessrasetcises 2 and
answer the following questions.

I What is foreign investment?

. What is national development?

iii. What are some of the things that amount to natideaklopment
in Nigeria?

Iv. Is the nation having enough foreign investmentzeH, what can
be done to improve on that and if No, what can beedto
address the situation?
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Your answers to these questions will involve yoand some form of
research on the topic- ‘foreign investment’ and yeould have got
enough facts to put together at least five pardgrap an essay.

Practice free writing first as you have been toldhe other units. Then
pull your thoughts together, read what you havébtad down. You

may need to do more research to get more factsadddesitate to do
this.
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